
Principal’s Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a very busy half term, particularly for our residential students who have undertaken 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and Walk the Wight. Absolute credit must go to Jack and Edward 
(Post 19) for enduring the Breacon Beacons for their three night Gold expedition practice. Others 
gave up but not St Catherine’s students!  

As previously explained we undertake a full analysis of how well students are performing at the end 
of each term. In the spring term we looked specifically at education and we are very pleased with 
the following results:

• in school 89% of subject targets have been achieved or are within 10% of being achieved; and
• in the 6th form 79% of students are on target to achieve their predicted accreditation results.

Where students haven’t performed where we would have expected we analyse why and ensure we 
target areas of need in the next term. 

It was a pleasure to welcome families to our 6th form open day yesterday. Our numbers continue to 
increase and as of today we have 71 students. As always, our admissions department is extremely 
busy with enquiries, visits and assessment interviews. 

As the weather will (hopefully) get warmer please can I remind you about sending in sun cream, 
hats etc. In addition, please can I ask that if shorts are worn by school aged students, they are 
formal grey or black ones.

Thank you for your ongoing support and have a very restful half term.

Very best wishes

Rachel Weldon 
Principal 
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SUMMER 2019
Return after half term holiday  

Sunday evening 2nd June 2019 (boarders); 
Monday morning 3rd June 2019 (day students 

and boarders via ferry from Lymington)
Quarter term weekend 

Friday 28th June 2019 (Summer Fair)
Return after quarter term weekend  

Sunday evening 30th June 2019 (boarders); 
Monday morning 1st July 2019 (day students 

and boarders via ferry from Lymington)
End of Summer term  
Friday 19th July 2019

Term Dates 
2018 - 2019

Student Council 
News

Term dates can also be found on our website: 
www.stcatherines.org.uk/term-dates.php

Please note this is the only place you will find 
accurate term dates specifically for 

St Catherine’s, Ventnor.

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, the 
School Student Council asked Mrs Weldon 

if they could do a sponsored walk this term 
and Mrs Weldon agreed! The students have 
decided on a date for the walk and after the 

half-term break they will helping staff plan the 
routes. 

The students will also be taking part in the 
interview process for a new class teacher!

.................................................................................

St Catherine’s Round-up

STAFF NEWS

We are very pleased to welcome a number of 

new staff to St Catherine’s this half term. Ruth 

Everett has joined our care team, Claire Webb 

has joined our speech and language therapy 

team, Natasha Pitt has joined our occupational 

therapy team and Linda Lemonius is working 

with us in the short term as Project Manager 

for the St Boniface building, which we hope to 

acquire on 1 July this year.

SPONSORED WALK

This year’s annual sponsored walk will 

be taking place on Friday 5th July.

For more information please contact 

general@stcatherines.org.uk.

THERAPY RESOURCES COMING 
SOON TO THE SCHOOL’S WEBSITE!
Keep a look out on the school’s website 

for new areas being added to the 
Therapy page! Our Occupational 

Therapists and Speech and Language 
Therapists have been busy compiling 
useful links and resources to share on the website so that you can access and 

use them from home!

@stcatherinescharity

Remember to follow our 
social media page!



Free Online Safety Workshop For Parents & Carers
Helping you to understand, talk about and share the online world safely with your child

Come along to gain the skills and knowledge to understand the internet and technology as children do.
Learn about the resources to help you have the right conversations with your child about online safety.

Workshop delivered by trained Hampshire Police and NSPCC staff

Tuesday 25 June, 6.30pm to 8pm
Carisbrooke Church of England 
Primary School, Wellington Rd, 

Newport PO30 5QT

Bookings can be made 
through Eventbrite: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hamp
shire-constabulary-19827770587

For parents and carers of 
children age 7-11 years in 

year groups 3 - 7

A MESSAGE FROM THE NURSES

With the warmer weather, please can 

parents remember to supply their 

children with sun cream and 

anti-histamines (if needed)? Hats can 

be worn outside during break and 
lunch times.

ISLAND CHARITY SHOW
Ventnor Rotary’s Island Charity Show, being held on 28th July 2019, is looking for stallholders who would 

like to part of the event. 

Held at Sunnyside Farm, Godshill this year’s show is raising money for the Women’s Refuge and St Catherine’s. Lots of attractions have already been organised for the show including a pets’ corner, vintage cars, Irish dancing and much, much more. 
Entry to the show is free.

If you are interested in running a stall please email islandcharityshow@gmail.com.

SUMMER FAIR

The chosen theme of this year’s summer fair is... 
ROCK STARS!

If you would like to donate any raffle prizes, plants 

and bottles of wine for the summer fair please 

contact Susan Graves on 01983 852722, email 

susan@stcatherines.org.uk or drop any donations 
off at the school.



Walk the Wight
On Sunday 12th April, some of our super staff and students took on the epic cross island challenge 

Walk the Wight in aid of local charity Earl Mountbatten Hospice. 

The team of staff set off bright and early to conquer the full 26.5 miles of beautiful coastal view, 
famous land marks, uneven, bumpy, hilly and lush green grass of the Isle of Wight. There was no 

shortage of laughs, toilet stops, tears of joy and pain shared along the way (not to mention the ice 
creams, sweets and burgers). They were all proud to say they crossed the finish line after 11 hours 

of walking and hobbling!!

Well done to Sixth Form student, Nick who also took part in Walk the Wight with his family and 
raised £400 for Earl Mountbatten Hospice!

Mrs 
Pollington

In
 m

em

ory of teacher

Walk the Wight by Amelia, Post-19 student

I have done the Walk the Wight but I do not like the hills. I have walked the last part from 

Carisbrooke to Alum bay which was 14 miles. There was lots of hills which made my legs ache. I 

enjoyed doing it with my house mate. The view was lovely. I was happy to complete it. And I was 

exhausted when I finished.  



Easter Egg Donation
Our students received a 

special Easter treat when they 
returned to school after the 
Easter break as a group of 
Island motorbikers turned 

Easter Bunnies delivered them 
Easter Eggs.

This is the second year the 
group have donated Easter 
treats to our students who 

certainly enjoyed these 
delicious donations. A huge 

thanks to all of the bikers and 
the support team who came 

along to make this very special 
delivery. ......................................................................................................................

Whitecliff Humanities

We have been learning about the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the world. We have been enjoying 
singing along to songs to help us remember them.

by Becky Laidler

School



Scouts

St Christopher’s Evening Activities
This term, the residential students of St Christopher’s have been busy taking part in many 

activities including bowling, swimming, walking, enjoying a local park and playground and visiting 
Isle Jump trampoline park!

The Scouts have been looking at the Great Outdoors recently and working towards numerous 
badges including the Camper Activity Badge and the Naturalist Activity Badge. They have been 

visiting forests, woods and other outdoor areas where they have been tasked in making shelters, 
collecting materials to study, exploring caves and adventuring outside. They have even found 

ways to entertain themselves whilst out by making rope swings! With the weather becoming so 
nice, the Scouts have loved getting out and getting mud on their shoes!

by Rich Pywell, Scout Co-ordinator

......................................................................................................................



Sixth Form

When We Visited Aspire in Ryde
by Katherina, Class 6JH

6JH learnt they grow their own flowers, herbs and Veg.
They have a music studio where people can record their own music.

I think it is a great project and I am  looking forward to rising money for them. 

Nick is collecting long-life food items such as tea, coffee, tinned food, pasta and rice to 
donate to Aspire. This will go towards Nick’s Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. If you would like to 

give a donation please drop it off at the school. Thank you.

6JH Visited Aspire
by George SW, Class 6JH



Evening Activities
Sixth Form residential students have been making the most of the lighter evenings and have been 
enjoying walking through the woods, playing sports in the fields, finding their way around a maze 

and having picnics in the park!

by Katherina, Class 6JH



Duke of Edinburgh

I have got exhausted very tired, very sleepy and shattered from coming back from the Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Practice Expedition in the Brecon Beacons National park in South Wales for 5 
days, 4 nights and 3 days walking. I did very long walks for about 10 Miles. The temperature was 
extremely very cold. I walked up a lot of very long hills and mountains going uphill and downhill. 
The 1st day of walking on Friday was the hardest day and had some very big mountains where I 
found it too difficult to continue and I didn’t finish the last 
part. On Saturday I walked all the way up to Pen y Fan the 
tallest Mountain point in Wales at 886 meters above sea 

level. It took me a very long time to walk all the up and all 
the way down again. But it was a very good achievement 

when I did it. On Sunday. I walked up some very steep and 
very difficult stones on the ground up to a very high point 
above a water fall and all the way back to the ground and 

round to the water fall from a different way round. On 
Saturday morning and Sunday morning I had frost and ice 
on my tent and very light snow coming down when I woke 
up in the morning. I stayed at the same camp site all week 

end. I had a lot of help from the other members in my 
group also doing their own Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

There were 6 of us from the Isle of Wight college in my 
group and in the other group there was 5 of them from a 

Sixth form school on the Isle of Wight. I also had help from 
my D of E Leader, the other group’s D of E Leader, a 

member of staff at St Catherine’s school who knows all 
about the Duke of Edinburgh Award, my D of E Leader’s 

wife and another volunteer. Everyone were all very 
helpful. It was the hardest, difficult and most challenging 

thing I have ever done. I don’t think there will ever be 
anything harder than the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
A lot of times I felt like giving up but I eventually got it all 
done. There is a lot to do when doing Duke of Edinburgh 

Award Expeditions especially at Gold Level.

Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award Practice 
Expedition Report

Bronze Award
Sixth Form student, Sam completed his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award this term by passing his 
expedition section. Sam hiked just under 20 miles in two days including camping over night. Well 
done to Sam for completing his Award! George H and Reuben also took part in this hike with Sam 

as a practise for their Bronze Award.

by Jack, Post 19 student

Well done to Jack and Edward for completing the expedition!
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Fundraising Enquiries
For further information about our fundraising activities, 

 contact our Fundraising Team on: 01983 852722 or 
email: fundraising@stcatherines.org.uk

Challenge Events
We have a range of Challenge Events 

coming up. If you would like to support 
St Catherine’s by taking part in one of the 

events below please contact us on 
fundraising@stcatherines.org.uk.

 
Spinnaker Tower Abseil - places available 

throughout the year

Skydiving - places available throughout 
the year

Ventnor Theatre Group
Big thanks to....

.........................................................

.........................................................

Good luck to Mav and Robert Binnie who are 
taking part in the London to Brighton Ultra 
Challenge over the bank holiday weekend. 

Robert is taking the place of his sister, Sam who 
was due to take part in the challenge but has 

sadly been injured. So far the family has raised 
an amazing £3,050 for St Catherine’s.

Ventnor Theatre Group
...

...
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You can now raise funds for St Catherine’s when 
you shop on Amazon at no extra cost to you! 

Follow the link: 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/288148-0 

and shop as normal! Or go to 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk and search for 

St Catherine’s Speech and Language each time 
you want to shop at Amazon.

Amazon Smile

Fundraising and Development
London to Brighton 

Ultra Challenge

Thank you to Ventnor Theatre Group who chose 
to support St Catherine’s at their recent

performance of Jesus Christ Superstar. After 
each performances the Theatre Group kindly 

collected donations in aid of St Catherine’s and 
raised over £300.

Thank you to the many parents who have 
supported our fundraising drive for a new 

sports’ area. As announced at the end of term 
assembly before the Easter break, we have now 

reached our target for the new sports’ area, 
which will include two mini basketball courts 
and a football pitch – we hope that the new 

sports’ area will be finished in place for the new 
academic year.

We are looking for volunteers to help us cover 
holiday periods in the shop. This would be a 
great opportunity for someone to gain retail 

experience for their CV or for someone who is 
recently retired. Please contact Susan Graves 

on 01983 852722 or susan@stcatherines.org.uk 
for more information.

Charity Shop

Multi-use Games Area
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