
ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
The Reader of the Week award has been 

presented to:  
Max N
Maisey

The Behaviour For Learning award has been 
presented to:  

The Behaviour For Character award has been 
presented to: 

Well done to all students who received 
awards this week!
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ATTENDANCE
6AMD - 96.3%
6ILP - 96.43%
6JG - 100%

Austen - 97.78%
Bloom - 87.04%

Branson - 92.41%
Burton - 78.87%

Goldberg - 100%
Hopkins - 100%
Newton - 90.48%
Oliver - 98.15%

Packham - 96.3%
Radcliffe - 100%
Watson - 97.22%

Well done to all classes who were here
everyday this week!

THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
We are holding ‘The Grove’ after school club every Tuesday 3:30pm - 5:00pm.

.............................................................................................................................................

All activities are weather dependent. If the weather is not suitable for an outside activity, an indoor alternative 
will be arranged. Sessions have to be booked in advance and parents/carers are able to book block sessions. If you 

have any queries or would like to book, please contact The Grove Team on: the-grove@stcatherines.org.uk
Transport must be arranged by parents. £2 per week.

September
23rd - Boat Sailing
30th - Ventnor Park

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October
17th	 Students break up for half term

November
3rd	 Student return to school

October
7th - Pizza Making

14th - Pumpkin Carving

November
4th - Basement Games

11th - Seaglass Art
18th - New Age Curling
25th - Air Dry Clay Decs

Harri
Gracie
Maddie

Roaa
Sonnie
Final

Lukas
Charlotte

Toby T
Toby K

Jim

Holden
Emilia
Apryl

Fletcher
Bailey

Caiden



PACKHAM CLASS
In Music this week, we looked at different instruments and we had to sort them into different 
groups. In Science, we are exploring forces. We have learnt that there are three forces; pushes, 
pulls and twists and we have investigated how we use these forces everyday. In Music this term, 
we are learning about different instruments from around the world. We even had a try with a
Didgeridoo! In PE, we have started learning about team-work and team-building.
OLIVER CLASS
In Music, the topic we are looking at this half term is instruments from around the World. We
listened to music from Northern India, Japan, China, Australia, Africa and the Caribbean. We all 
tried to play a Didgeridoo. In ICT, we started our WJEC exam work and our first task was learning 
how to make a spreadsheet.

RADCLIFFE CLASS
During PSHE, we discussed the roles of people in the community who help and support us. We 
named many different jobs and how important their jobs are. Our English lessons continued to 
be the book, 'Superworm'. We spent the week focusing on vocabulary. We used dictionaries and 
learnt about syllables. We researched the words, ‘honeycomb’ and ‘magic’. Our Maths lessons were
recognising numbers with the greatest and smallest value. We practised making groups of objects 
and talked about ‘more than’ and ‘less than’.

BLOOM CLASS
In PSHE this week, we looked at keeping healthy and talked about different self-care techniques 
and ways to keep clean. We continued with place value in Maths and this week we focused on 
the value of a two digit number. We used the tens and ones to help us with our learning. In PE, 
we started our new topic, gymnastics, and focused on different movements and stretches. In 
Art, we continued with our self portraits. In Humanities, we continued looking at local areas and
settlements. This week, we looked at aerial maps and identified key features on an aerial view 
photograph.

HOPKINS CLASS
This week, we have been learning about many different minibeasts in English. In Science, we have 
been looking at flying minibeasts and flow-charts of the animals. During Music, we got to learn 
all about Boomwhackers and how they sound different against different surfaces. Maths at the
moment has been all about place values and how to use different resources to support us. During
PE, we have been looking at different team-building skills. In Art, we decided on a minibeast 
and then went outside to find natural resources to create them. We had snails, spiders, bees, a
butterfly and a crane fly!



GOLDBERG CLASS
In PSHE this week, we were looking at different qualities we each have and qualities others think 
we have. In OT, we used carrots to make our own soup which was fun. We continued to read 'Ice 
Trap' in English and learnt about Sir Ernest Shackleton’s incredible expedition across Antarctica. 
In PE, we did some team building activities which was good fun. In Science, we are learning about 
friction, we used toy cars to see how different surfaces reduce impact. In Music, we are looking at 
different instruments from around the world. Another great week for Goldberg.

BURTON CLASS
In PSHE this week, we have been learning how to recognise when we feel unwell, how to describe 
this and who to ask for help. The class was able to make excellent suggestions. In English, we 
have been reading our new book ‘Gulliver’s Travels.’ We have answered questions about the text,
sequenced the story and written sentences using different connectives. In Science, we learnt 
about friction and tested different surfaces around school to see which created the best friction. 
We decided that this was the carpet in our classroom. In Humanities, we have been learning about 
the seven continents and used a song to help us remember them. In PE, we are team building and 
going through the volleyball techniques.

NEWTON CLASS
In English, we have been asking questions about 'Ice Trap'. It’s real - which is exciting. In Science, 
we made a switch; this was OK but tricky. Some of them worked! In Maths, we looked at negative
numbers and calculator practice. In Art, we drew out our portfolio covers. They look amazing. 
We’re looking forward to basketball in PE.

AUSTEN CLASS
This week, we have enjoyed learning about shape, we also started to read 'Gulliver's Travels'. 
In Maths, we are learning about rounding numbers and odd and even numbers. In PE, we are
really enjoying team building and started to learn about playing volleyball. Some of us are
eager to play a match. We played instruments from around the world and particularly enjoyed 
playing the castanets in Music. In Science, we walked around the school learning about friction 
and different floors that reduce impact. All in all we are bonding as a class and really enjoying
being part of Austen.

BRANSON CLASS
In English, we finished a book we were reading, 'Ice Trap'. It was about Sir Ernest Shackleton and 
his crossing of the Antarctic, where his ship got caught in ice and they had to abandon ship and 
camp on the ice with their sled dogs. In DT, we were completing our research into our chosen 
design movement or artistic styles in preparation for our clock project designs, which we will be 
starting next week. In PE, we played basketball, learning the rules and the different ways to throw 
and pass.

WATSON CLASS
In Maths, we have been looking at practice papers. In English, we are looking at Blood Brothers 
and what it could be about. During Science, we are exploring circuits and what each part of it does, 
even down to the electron. In Art, we are continuing our learning about photography and the
different elements with pictures such as line, shape and form. Humanities is very exciting as we 
are learning about the history of the school. We had some old photos of the school and then went 
round and had to find the area which the picture was taken in. During PE, we have been looking 
at basketball and the different skills linked to it. In Music, we have been learning to play the songs 
‘Skye Boat Song’ and ‘Catch a Falling Star’.

6JG CLASS
In Photography, we took photos from different viewpoints, made contact sheets, chose our four 
favourites and started presenting them on black sugar paper. We then annotated these photos 
and said why we liked them and what we could do to develop our ideas. In Land Based Studies, we 
have been starting to look at risk assessments. We have been writing risk assessments for working 
with animals.



6ILP CLASS
Another very busy week for the students of 6ILP. We continued with our Maths adventures by 
independently using correct measuring devices for specific tasks. We were able to use a range of 
measuring units also. We were inspired by our upcoming trip to the beach by creating some fossil 
style paintings. We were inspired by the bright colours of Andy Warhol. During English, we were 
able to consider sentence structure as well as select our new reading books. We are all eager to 
find out if our artwork has won a prize with the Unique Arts Awards ceremony on Friday. Good luck 
to all our budding artists.

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
The Department of Education statutory guidance for supporting pupils at school with medical 

conditions, states clearly:

"Schools should only accept prescribed medicines if these are in-date, labelled, provided in 
the original container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for

administration, dosage and storage."

Please be aware that our school will not be able to administer any prescription medication 
that does not meet the above criteria and may ask parents/carers to come into school to
administer. We would like to take the opportunity to thank all our parents/carers for their 

support in this matter.

6AMD CLASS
In English, we are working on suffixes and prefixes. We are finding the root words then adding 
‘ing’, ‘ness’ and ‘ed’. We are getting on really well with this and could then put these words into 
sentences. In Science, we started our assignment for our BTEC chemistry unit. We were looking at 
The Periodic Table and properties of the elements. In Music, we have continued to study Baroque 
music, starting a project researching the harpsichord and listening to identify features of the
music.

OFCOM
ONLINE SAFETY

Children in the UK will be able to live a safer 
life online under new Ofcom protections, 

which set ambitious new safety standards 
for tech firms. To read the guide, please 

follow the link:
https://bit.ly/3K9NzkX

KOOTH RESOURCES 
FOR FAMILIES

Kooth is an online platform to help young 
people with their mental health and

wellbeing. It’s a welcoming space for your 
child to safely explore their feelings.

Follow the link to view their free resources 
for families:

https://connect.kooth.com/for-families



THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
In The Grove this week, we enjoyed making boats. We are hoping to visit Ventnor Park next 

week to sail them. The club runs every Tuesday from 3:30pm - 5pm and costs £2.00 per
session. Please email Hayley for further information.

the-grove@stcatherines.org.uk

"Thankful for the activities and 

generally all the fun I've had 

over the years!" - TD

"I really like the arts and 
crafts we do in The Grove" - J

"I enjoy making stuff and having fun with other people" - CB

"I loved making a pinata and then bashing it with a stick" - JD



SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos will be taken on Wednesday 1st October 2025.

SCHOOL MENU
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sweet & Sour 
Chicken/Quorn

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fruit Platter

Meatballs/
Quorn Balls

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

fillings

Salad Bar
Egg & Cheese or 

Mackerel

Jelly

Roast Turkey/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Lasagne/
Quorn

Lasagne
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

fillings

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Tray Bake

Battered Cod/
Fish Fingers/

Vegetable 
Burger

with Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

fillings

Salad Bar
Cheese or 
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are always 
options for dessert.

CAN YOU SUPPORT OUR CHAPEL PROJECT?
Our school chapel has a special place in the heart of our community. Over the years it has been the hub of 
school celebrations as well as a place of reflection and contemplation. We are looking to raise £10,000 to
improve the space, retaining the chapel’s original features but adapting it to ensure it can best meet the needs 
of our students. In particular, the aspects that we would like to improve are:

- Replace the current pews with more comfortable seating, which are more suited to our students’ needs
- Install a sound loop to support our students with hearing impairments
- Restore the chapel to its original glory by cleaning the stained glass windows and redecorating the floors and 
walls

If you are able to support this project then please visit our fundraising page:
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/stcatherinesschoolchapel?utm_medium=CA&amp;utm_source=CL

Any donations over £100 will feature on our thank you wall in the chapel.

Thank you to 
everyone who 
has donated 

so far!



DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Last Friday, we were extremely pleased to be able to present six of our students with their 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. The students have taken a whole school year to complete  
the four sections to gain the award. The four sections are:

Volunteering - they made Christmas decorations and bird houses which they sold at the 
Christmas Fair and raised £70.00 towards the Sixth Form library.

Skills - they learnt how to cook and served an afternoon tea to the school's trustees. They also 
learnt how to cook 'Friday Night Film Food'. 

Physical - Lots and lots of walking and map reading. 

Expedition - the students walked 15 miles over two days, camped out overnight and cooked 
their own meals on camping stoves. 

Many of the students learnt new skills and gained new experiences. We have some excellent 
chefs, painters, natural leaders and tent pitchers. Some of the students had never stayed 

away from home before or hadn't experienced camping. Very well done to all of you. We are 
very proud of you and you should be very proud of yourselves!






