
ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
The Reader of the Week award has been 

presented to:  
Charlotte

The Behaviour For Learning award has been 
presented to:  

Tim
Max

Tristan
Lulu

The Behaviour For Character award has been 
presented to: 

Cosmo
William

Bella
Charlotte
Fletcher

The Principal's Praise award has been 
presented to: 

Sharlene
Mia

Charlotte

Well done to all students who received 
awards this week!

Registered Charity No. 288148
Company Limited by Guarantee No. 1757474

          Autumn Term Week 5								             3rd October 2025

St Catherine’s

Grove Road

Ventnor

Isle of Wight

PO38 1TT

Tel: 01983 852722

Email: general@stcatherines.org.uk

Website: www.stcatherines.org.uk

ATTENDANCE
6AMD - 100%
6ILP - 100%
6JG - 92.59%

Austen - 95.56%
Bloom - 86.79%

Branson - 98.77%
Burton - 81.94%

Goldberg - 100%
Hopkins - 100%
Newton - 100%
Oliver - 88.68%

Packham - 90.74%
Radcliffe - 98.15%
Watson - 100%

Well done to all classes who were here
everyday this week!

THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
We are holding ‘The Grove’ after school club every Tuesday 3:30pm - 5:00pm.

.............................................................................................................................................

All activities are weather dependent. If the weather is not suitable for an outside activity, an indoor alternative 
will be arranged. Sessions have to be booked in advance and parents/carers are able to book block sessions. If you 

have any queries or would like to book, please contact The Grove Team on: the-grove@stcatherines.org.uk
Transport must be arranged by parents. £2 per week.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October
10th	 Mufti Day for World Mental Health Day
17th	 Mufti Day for DLD Day
17th	 Students break up for half term
November
3rd	 Student return to school
15th	 Isle of Wight College Open Day
	 10am-1pm

October
7th - Pizza Making

14th - Pumpkin Carving

November
4th - Basement Games

11th - Seaglass Art
18th - New Age Curling
25th - Air Dry Clay Decs



OLIVER CLASS
In PSHE, we watched a video about a young man called Ethan who has specific challenges in his 
life. We discussed how he overcomes these challenges and what strengths he has to support 
him with this. We then explored our own strengths, and considered some of the challenges we 
have in our own lives and how we can overcome them. In Science, we have been investigating
electromagnets. In Music, we have continued our work on ‘Instruments from Around the World’ 
and have been enjoying playing the ukulele. In Humanities, we have been looking at the symbols 
used on ordnance survey maps. In Art, we have continued our work on printing. We have examined 
the work of the artist Orla Kiely and produced prints of our own using potatoes and found objects.

HOPKINS CLASS
This week in PSHE, we talked about being safe at school and considered how rules help to keep 
us safe in lots of different situations. In English this week, we have shown Miss Cook our diction-
ary skills as we have been looking up difficult words and their meaning. Next, we are going to 
sequence the main events of the class text 'Superworm'. For Science, we are looking at flightless 
minibeasts and creating our own to make a display.

RADCLIFFE CLASS
During our PSHE lesson, we discussed keeping safe when we are out and about. We talked about 
crossing roads and how we need to stand by the kerb and not on it! In English, we sorted the
characters into ‘good’ guys and ‘bad’ guys. We had fun talking about who was bad and why. This 
week in Maths, we are learning about addition and subtraction. We worked practically and had 
lots of photographs of our work taken. Our Art lesson was really fun because we painted our
fossil type clay models of minibeasts. We used gold paint. We also made bees using cardboard 
rolls. They look fabulous in our reading corner.

BLOOM CLASS
This week in PSHE, we talked about being safe in our home and when we are out and about. 
We looked at different scenarios and decided whether we thought they were safe or unsafe. In
English, we started our new book 'Superworm'. We looked at the different characters within the 
story and identified who, what doing and what like within sentences. In Maths, we continued with 
our place value and this week focused on comparing numbers within 100 and counting in 2s, 5s 
and 10s. We have been continuing with our minibeast topic and in Art we made some wonderful 
minibeats using our fingers.



GOLDBERG CLASS
This week in PSHE we have been looking at what rights and responsibilities we have, and we
started to look at what laws are in place that prohibit young people from doing things until they 
reach a certain age. In OT, we made fruit smoothies which were delicious. In English, we have 
been learning about similes, personification and expanded noun phrases and using them in
sentences. In PE, we continued practising our volleyball skills. We had a fab Forest School session 
this week, clearing paths in the woodland, storytelling and making a wattle wall. In Science this 
week, we we looked at different electrical components and had some fun creating different series 
circuits and parallel circuits.

AUSTEN CLASS
In PSHE, we talked about safety and what risks were at the beach for example and how we could 
keep ourselves safe in the surroundings we are in. In SaLT we talked about characteristics and how 
we describe someone and we finished the lesson by playing a ‘Guess Who’ game. Science was very 
engaging as we furthered our investigations into how objects are and are not magnetic. In Maths 
we are looking at averaging numbers to work the sum out; Eric did particularly well. In English we 
practiced writing in the present and past tense using Shape Coding and we read more of 'Gulliver's 
Travels'. In English we are also studying a couple of books and looking into how different books are 
laid out. In Music we continued with our topic, ‘Music Around the World’ and in PE it was lovely to 
be in the sunshine and play team games. 

PACKHAM CLASS
In PSHE, we have been learning about how to keep ourselves safe. We learnt about trusted adults, 
thought about who our trusted adults are, and why they are our trusted adults. In Humanities, 
we started to learn about lines of longitude and latitude and their importance for navigation. We 
also learnt they are to do with time and time zones. We looked at the different times around the 
world and how many hours ahead or behind a country was according to where it is on the globe. 
We are continuing reading our book 'Gulliver's Travels' and are creating a diary entry for a day in 
Gulliver’s life.



WATSON CLASS
In PE this week, we continued with basketball and we practised our throwing techniques. In
Science we have been doing circuits, making potato batteries. In Art, we have been researching
visual elements and using cameras to take photos of lines in our environment. In PSHE, we
discussed stereotypes and how being stereotyped can affect people. In English, we are reading 
the book Blood Brothers and being introduced to the characters. In our communication lesson we 
have been discussing positive and negative relationships.

BRANSON CLASS
In PSHE, we were given an emergency and had to think how we could help and which emergency 
service we would need to call. During our English lesson, we have been writing our own sentences 
from Ice Trap using fronted adverbials. In Science, we started to look at magnets. They have a 
positive and negative side.We used each magnet to see how many paper clips they held. In DT this 
week, we have finalised our designs for our design movement clocks.

NEWTON CLASS
During Science, we learnt about magnetism and we enjoyed testing out lots of different magnets 
to see how many paperclips they could hold using a paperclip chain. In English, we are learning 
about what information we need to write in a diary and are getting ready to write our own diary in 
relation to Shackleton’s Expedition. We are still really enjoying learning about different basketball 
Skills in PE. During PSHE and Communication Group, we have been talking about Mental Health 
and what we can do if we start to feel sad. In Speech Therapy, we worked on our team building 
exercises.

6JG CLASS
In PSHE, we continued our focus on careers and have been adding our 
qualifications to our Vocational Profiles. This week in Photography, we 
have been looking at painting with light. We have looked at shutter speeds, 
ISO and aperture. We were able to take some brilliant photos using these 
techniques. During Vocational in our 2D Art session, we have been looking 
at a second artist each and we have created copies of one piece of their 
work.

6AMD CLASS
This week in Land Based, we continued to learn about guinea pig care with 
some practical hands-on experience. We are researching common illnesses 
and diseases guinea pigs suffer and how regular health checks help keep our 
animals healthy and happy. We took some time out on the allotment to do 
some general maintenance work and reflected on our wellbeing, noticing how 
we felt calmer and had more energy after the session. In Music, we have been 
practising our solo pieces.

BURTON CLASS
In English, we have planned our ‘Missing Person’ poster about Gulliver. We had to write a
description of Gulliver using expanded noun phrases. In Humanities, we recapped our knowledge 
of continents and oceans. We then looked at longitude and latitude and used these to locate 
countries on a world map. In Science, we looked at magnets and how we use them in everyday 
life like in a hairdryer. We then carried out tests to find out which objects around school were 
magnetic and non-magnetic. We sorted our results into a table. In PE, we have enjoyed playing 
basketball and continue to improve our ball skills. During group work we looked at decision making 
and made various choices about food, activities and what we liked to do. This turned out to be a 
fun game and Issie expressed her love for dolls and Seth for food.



6ILP CLASS
In OT, we have been practising road crossing and discussing what might distract you from safely 
crossing the road. We are working on a module about emotions, we are finding pictures of people 
in the newspaper that show different emotions like sad, happy and cross. During work on routines
we got to fill in a timetable with all the things we would like to do in lessons and our dream 
break time and lunch food. We visited Ventnor town to continue our independence off campus
adventures and to improve our understanding regarding the true value of money. We were
presented with the below certificate and cash prize from the Unique arts awards. We were very 
pleased with the massive self portrait project we created and it would appear so did the judges.  
Well done 6ILP. We are already making plans for next year’s submission.



CAN YOU SUPPORT OUR CHAPEL PROJECT?
Our school chapel has a special place in the heart of our community. Over the years it has been the hub of 
school celebrations as well as a place of reflection and contemplation. We are looking to raise £10,000 to
improve the space, retaining the chapel’s original features but adapting it to ensure it can best meet the needs 
of our students. In particular, the aspects that we would like to improve are:

- Replace the current pews with more comfortable seating, which are more suited to our students’ needs
- Install a sound loop to support our students with hearing impairments
- Restore the chapel to its original glory by cleaning the stained glass windows and redecorating the floors and 
walls

If you are able to support this project then please visit our fundraising page:
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/stcatherinesschoolchapel?utm_medium=CA&amp;utm_source=CL

Any donations over £100 will feature on our thank you wall in the chapel.

Thank you to 
everyone who 
has donated 

so far!

SCHOOL FLEECES
We will be placing an order for school fleeces on Monday 13th October. If you would like to 

order a fleece, please email Kieran on waltersk@stcatherines.org.uk

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY – CREATIVE
PSYCHOTHERAPY TASTER SESSIONS

From 6th–9th October, St Catherine’s School and College will be marking World Mental
Health Day (10th October). All students will be offered a one-hour creative psychotherapy 
taster session with their tutor group. These sessions are designed to introduce students to 

creative approaches that support wellbeing, explain how therapy can be accessed in school, 
and raise awareness of the services available to help manage mental health.

The sessions will be led by Rheanna Berryman (Dance Movement Psychotherapist) and Sarah 
Kinsey (Art Psychotherapist).

If you would prefer your child/young person not to take part, please contact Sarah Kinsey by 
phone or email to opt out.

Further information about this provision is available on the school website.

MUFTI DAYS
On Friday 10th October, we will be taking part in a free Wear Yellow for World Mental Health 

Day.
On Friday 17th October, we will be taking part in a free mufti day for DLD day. See the poster 

on the next page for more information. 



SCHOOL MENU
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Pasta/Quorn
Bolognese

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit 
Platter

Jumbo 
Sausage/Cheese 

& Onion Roll
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Cheese & Egg or 

Mackerel

Rice Pudding

Roast Lamb/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Pizza with
Wedges

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Tuna or

 Mackerel

Fairy Cake

Battered Cod/
Fish Fingers/
Quiche with 

Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Cheese or
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are always 
options for dessert.



 hAS Difficulties
learning new words

NeedS lots of repetitions

to follow instructions

StrugglES to joinactivities & discussions

StartED to talk later

than HIS siblingS

Support #DLDday on
Friday 17th October 2025

Learn more at RADLD.ORG






