
Principal’s Welcome 
Dear Parents/Carers,

As we reach the end of our first half term, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on what has 
been a wonderful few weeks here at St Catherine’s. From the first days of welcoming both new and 
returning students back into school routines, it has been a joy to see our young people settling in so 
well, embracing new learning, and supporting one another with such positivity.

Across the school, students have been immersed in a range of exciting topics and activities — 
from exploring Gulliver’s Travels and Superworm in English, to learning about forces, magnets and 
electricity in Science, and developing teamwork skills through PE and Forest School. Creative learning 
has been thriving too, with music from around the world, clay modelling, printing, photography, and 
award-winning artwork from our sixth form students.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award presentations were a particular highlight this term — a celebration of 
perseverance, adventure, and personal growth. The Grove After School Club has also continued to 
be a great success, with activities ranging from boat sailing and pizza making to pumpkin carving — 
and we look forward to seeing even more creativity and laughter next half term.

I wish you all a restful and enjoyable half-term break. We look forward to welcoming residential 
students back on Sunday 2nd November and day students on Monday 3rd November for what 
promises to be another exciting half term.

Thank you for your continued support. 
With best wishes 

Sarah Thompson 
Principal
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2025-2026 TERM DATES
ST CATHERINE’S SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 

TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 
Staff Development Day Monday 1st & Tuesday 2nd September 2025 
Start of Autumn term for students Wednesday 3rd September 2025 
Quarter term weekend Friday 19th September 2025 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 21st September 2025 
Day Students: Monday 22st September 2025 

Break up for half term holiday Friday 17th October 2025 
OCTOBER HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday 
Boarders: Sunday evening 2nd November 2025 
Day Students: Monday 3rd November 2025 

Quarter term weekend  Friday 21st November 2025 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 23rd November 2025 
Day Students: Monday 24th November 2025 

End of Autumn term for students Thursday 18th December 2025 
Staff Development Day Friday 19th December 2025 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
Staff Development Day Monday 5th January 2026 
Start of Spring term for all students Tuesday 6th January 2026 
Quarter term weekend Friday 23rd January 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 25th January 2026 
Day Students: Monday 26th January 2026 

Students break up for half term holiday Friday 13th February 2026 
FEBRUARY HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday 
Boarders: Sunday 22nd February 2026 
Day Students: Monday 23th February 2026 

Quarter term weekend Friday 13th March 2026 

Return after half term holiday 
Boarders: Sunday evening 15th March 2026 
Day Students: Monday 16th March 2026 

End of Spring term Friday 27th March 2026 
EASTER HOLIDAY 

Start of Summer term Boarders: Sunday 12th April 2026 
Day Students: Monday 13th April 2026 

Quarter term weekend including Bank 
Holiday 

Friday 1st May – Monday 4th May 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend Tuesday morning 5th May 2026 

Break up for half term holiday Friday 22nd May 2026 
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday Boarders: Sunday 31st May 2026 
Day Students: Monday 1st June 2026 

Quarter term weekend Friday 26th June 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend Boarders: Sunday evening 28th June 2026 
Day Students: Monday 29 st June 2026 

End of Summer term for students Friday 24th July 2026 
Staff Development Day Monday 27th July 2026 

SUMMER HOLIDAY 
 

Please note the above are based on the Isle of Wight Council Maintained Schools Holiday dates. 



ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
100% ATTENDANCE

Congratulations to the following students for 100% 
attendance this half term. 

Sean
Sophia

Mia
Megan
Jamie
Tanner
Halle
Elliott

William
Byron
Finley

Fletcher
Jaden

AMAZING ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to the following students for amazing

attendance this half term. 

Tim
Ashton
Cosmo

Charlie-Joe
Evie

William
Jacob
Levi
Toby

Kayan

Harri
Nicholas
Charles
James
Riley
Ted

Joseph
Keagan

Jim
Jasmine

Luis
Gracie
Kaelan

Sam
Francesco

Toby
Brooke
Holden

Summer
Alex

Emilia
Edward

Bella
Caitlin

Charlotte
Elliot



ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING

The Behaviour for Learning award has been presented to:

BEHAVIOUR FOR CHARACTER
The Behaviour for Character award has been presented to:

Charlotte
Josh
Eddie

PRINCIPAL'S PRAISE 
Sophia

ST CATHERINE'S ROUND UP
As we enter the colder months please send 
your child in with a coat and please make 

sure your they have their name in it. 

Day students return to school on Monday 
3rd November 

Residential students return Sunday evening 
on 2nd November 

........................................................................................................................

READING AWARD 
Apryl

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

Apryl
Megan

Eva
Ted

Lydia
Bella

Gwehona
Millie

Jasmine
Toby
Lilly
Harri

Henley

Selene
Tanner

Charlotte
Eli

William
Olivia



SCHOOL MENU

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Chicken/
Vegetable Curry

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit 
Platter

Toad in the 
Hole/Vegetable 

or Plain 
Sausage

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Cheese & Egg or 

Mackerel

Artic Roll

Roast Pork/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Macaroni 
Cheese with a 

Baguette
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Cookies

Beef or
Vegetable 

Burger/Fish 
Fingers

with Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Cheese or
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are 
always options for dessert.

THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
We are holding ‘The Grove’ after school club every Tuesday 3:30pm - 5:00pm.

THE GROVE UPDATE 

The Grove after school club has had a great start to the new school year. We recently enjoyed 
some pumpkin carving making some Jack-o'-lanterns.

........................................................................................................................



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
4th November-Dragons' Den 1

Bring your parent/carer to school day - 26th November 2025
We will be holding a bring your parent/carer to school day on 26th November 

2025, which will give parents the opportunity to take part in activities 
alongside their young person.  There will be sessions during the morning and 

afternoon.  Further information will be sent out after the half term break.



CELEBRATING DLD DAY  
Today we are raising awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (DLD). This year's 

theme is 'You can't see DLD'. Staff and students have taken part in a mufti day wearing the 
colours of purple and yellow (these are the colours of DLD Day) with the added option of 

wearing camouflage linked to DLD being known as a 'hidden' disability.

Staff have been provided with facts about DLD including strategies to support in the 
classroom and websites for additional training and information. 

During Speech Therapy Group sessions, students have been taking part in different activities. 
Lower and Middle School have taken part in a 'hide and seek' activity where they had to find 

different facts about DLD. These were discussed in their groups where students were also 
able to voice whether they found these things difficult too. 

Upper school, college and some Post 19 students learnt about recent DLD priorities that 
were put forward for research. Students were given the opportunity to order the priorities 

themselves, to see if they agreed with the final Top 10 order decided by the research group.

We have also been busy sharing information with all schools on the Isle of Wight. This week, 
schools would have received some information about DLD and how to spot the signs. We 
felt that it was important to share the information as it has been estimated that around 2 
children in every mainstream classroom of 30 has DLD. Businesses and families have been 

displaying posters to support us raising awareness for St Catherine's. 

This year, Crave has supported us again to raise awareness for DLD by producing a DLD 
themed ice cream and displaying information in their shop in Ventnor.



ADHD AWARENESS MONTH 

October is ADHD Awareness Month, a great time to spread the word and raise awareness 
about this condition, especially in children. By understanding their unique experiences, we can 

take meaningful steps to help them thrive.
 

WHAT IS ADHD?

ADHD (Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder) is a neurodevelopmental condition 
characterised by persistent patterns of inattention, hyperactivity, and impulsivity, affecting 

focus, behaviour regulation, and daily functioning across various settings.

Approximately 5% of children in the UK have ADHD, one of the most common 
neurodevelopmental disorders, with most diagnoses occurring between ages 6 and 12.

ADHD affects various aspects of daily functioning, including academic performance, social 
relationships, and family dynamics. Children with ADHD may face challenges in school due to 

difficulties with attention and organisation, often resulting in lower grades or increased 
disciplinary actions. Socially, they may also struggle to make and keep friends, leading to 

feelings of isolation or frustration. Children with ADHD often experience high levels of energy 
that can be challenging to manage in structured indoor environments. Outdoor play allows 
them to expend this energy through activities like running, jumping, climbing and playing 
sports. Engaging in vigorous physical activity helps to burn off excess energy, leading to a 

calmer state of mind when returning to quieter tasks

Outdoor play encourages social interaction with peers, which is crucial for developing social 
skills. Children with ADHD may struggle with social cues, but the dynamic nature of outdoor 

play allows them to practice communication, teamwork, and conflict resolution in a less 
pressured environment. 



BLOOM CLASS
Bella:

 I have really enjoyed doing gymnastics in PE. I like doing roly polies. I have made some new 
friends and I love it at my new school. I love my class and I have made friends with everyone. I 
like the other room we can go into at the end of lessons. We have turned the role play area into 

a subway and I like to make the sandwiches and coffee for the customers. I also like Maths and I 
like using the number line to help me

........................................................................................................................

RADCLIFFE CLASS
Holden:

I like science because we were making a wormery.  Getting worms and getting soil and sand.  
We put food on it, bananas and oranges. In PE, I like doing the gymnastics. I like the warm up 

games we play, it’s fun. I like doing coding in ICT and I likes seeing my friends. The trip to 
Butterfly World was really fun. I liked touching the animals and feeding the fish.  I liked doing DT 

and going to the library to get a book.

HOPKINS CLASS
Gracie:

I have liked doing PE. My favourite activity is doing gymnastics. We have been learning to do 
balancing and different rolls. We did a class trip to Butterfly World.The best part was when I 

touched a snake and had a spider on my hand. It tickled. My favourite lesson is Maths with Miss 
Cook.I liked going to the library to choose a book,our library has lots of different books. I am 

happy in my new class because I like my teacher.

PACKHAM CLASS
Bentley:

There are three things that I have enjoyed the most so far. The best lesson I have enjoyed is 
Humanities because we are learning about longitudes, latitudes and time zones.

Another lesson I have liked is PE where I have been doing gymnastics and volleyball. My 
favourite is volleyball. I have learnt how to do a rally to keep the ball in the air with a partner.

My third best lesson is ICT. I have been looking at the benefits of technology and how we use it 
to help us every day. It has been good being in Packham class.

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................



AUSTEN CLASS
Luis:

This term I have enjoyed Forest School. I really liked building dens. In OT this term, we have been 
cooking, this was really good. We have made lots of different things such as marble cake and 
crumble. In Science, we learnt about forces and magnets. We got to go outside and look at 

different forces in the playground. In PE, we did volleyball and gymnastics. I enjoyed gymnastics 
and learning different movements.

GOLDBERG CLASS
Harri:

The things I have enjoyed the most this half term are English and OT. In English, we have been 
reading 'Ice Trap', it's a book based on true events, Sir Ernest Shackleton’s incredible adventure 

in the heroic age of Antarctic exploration. We then had to write a 3-day diary entry pretending to 
be someone who was on the journey. We used expanded noun phrases, similes, personification 
and variation of punctuation. It was really fun. In OT, we have been cooking various hot meals 

including fish and chips, soup and pancakes. We got to eat everything we made, which made me 
very happy!!! I’ve really enjoyed the start of this school year being in Goldberg class.

BURTON CLASS
Sam:

In English, we have been reading and learning about the story of Gulliver's Travels. In PE, we 
have been doing basketball which is really fun! In Humanities lessons, we have been learning to 

use compasses and working with maps. We have really enjoyed designing and creating felt 
pouches in our DT lessons. In Science, we have learnt about magnetic forces. In our OT sessions, 

we have been baking and cooking some delicious treats to take home! 

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

Gwehona: 
I have enjoyed playing the Gong in Music and the Djembes drums. We have learnt about 

different instruments from around the world. We have been doing volleyball in PE and it's been 
a lot of fun. In Art, I have loved making a T-shirt using my own design with bright pop art ideas 
and printing. We have been learning about 'Gulliver's Travels' in English and I liked watching the 
film - it was very funny. We have learnt about magnets in Science  and I liked testing what was 
magnetic and what wasn't. In OT, I enjoyed using the Blue Room; throwing the ball and using 

the different equipment in there.

OLIVER CLASS

........................................................................................................................



NEWTON CLASS
Fletcher:

In English we have been learning about 'Ice Trap', which is about sailing to and walking across 
the Antarctic. It was a massive fail, but they survived in the end. In Maths, we’ve been adding 

with decimals and whole numbers. We’ve been practising not using calculators. PE has been fun, 
playing basketball. In ICT we’ve been sending emails and learning how to be safe online. In Art, 

we’ve been doing photography. We took photos and edited them using ICT. Humanities has been 
all about the history of the school. Science has been all about electricity. The highlight was mak-

ing batteries from lemons.

WATSON CLASS
Bella:

 This half term, I have been looking at local history in Humanities; we looked at boxes of old 
photos of the school which was really interesting. I found out that there used to be a big house 
where the staff car park is now, which had a ballroom. I have been doing work experience in the 
Charity Shop on a Monday morning, hanging clothes up and sorting them out into sizes. In Art 
Club, I did my GCSE mock exam and made a house and people to go in it out of terracotta clay. 
In RE day, I did photography in the afternoon, I took photos on the theme of saying sorry and 

edited them on the computer. On the 14th October, all of year 11 went to a Careers Fair at Medi-
na Leisure Centre. There was a talk first and then we went to another room with stalls by Colle-
ges and Employers showing the things that they do. I was interested in the IOW Council Health 

and Social Care stand and talked to them. I have generally had a good half term. 

BRANSON CLASS
Lilly:

In English, I enjoyed writing my diary entry using one of the characters from 'Ice Trap'. In PE, we 
were learning about different sports and the rules needed for them. Humanities: we are looking 

at old photographs of the school and staff from a long time ago. In Science, we did an 
experiment using magnets and paperclips. We had to see how many paperclips each magnet 
could hold. In DT, we have planned our own design to make a clock using a variety of different 
materials. In OT, we have been talking about different careers and work experience. We also 

have made our own hot drinks. I have enjoyed GCSE Art. My design had snakes and also included 
writing linked to Tim Burton.

........................................................................................................................
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6ILP CLASS
Keagan:

My first half term at the college has been a good one.  I have enjoyed going out on trips; I 
particularly enjoyed the recent visit to Quarr Abbey, I enjoy the wildlife.  I have made new friends 
and enjoyed some of the subjects.  I have shown my footballing skills during wellbeing sessions 

as well as practising my throwing skills during my Maths lessons. 

........................................................................................................................

ST CHRISTOPHER'S UPDATE 
Students spending nights in St Christopher’s have had a good start to the new school year, 

learning new life skills in our weekly challenges and taking part in fun activities such as bowling, 
football, swimming, blackberry picking, cooking, cinema nights and crazy golf.

6AMD CLASS
Charles:

This half term I have enjoyed Music. I have been studying Baroque music for our GCSE, this is an 
era of music from 1600-1750. I have also started work on my set brief piece, I will be making 
a piece of music inspired by a picture. Photography has also been a high point this half term, I 
have been working with mixed media on a project about my interests. In the residential house, 
I have enjoyed going bowling and visiting the driving range or crazy golf! I am also researching 

college courses to help me next year with my next steps!
........................................................................................................................

6JG CLASS
Aaron:

 This half term, I have enjoyed photography. We have been looking at view points. We have 
experimented with exposure and shutter speeds. I really enjoyed turning one of my class 

mates into a ghost. I did this by using a photo PEA to edit the brightness and contrast. I have 
also enjoyed Music this half term. We have been focusing on rock and roll features. We have 

been playing songs from that genre. My favourite to play was Elvis, rock and roll blues, 12 bar 
blues and The Beatles. I have been playing these on the drums whilst accompanied by my class 
mates on piano and guitar. This half term I have also enjoyed the independence of travelling to 
college on the bus with friends, having to ensure we are not late. There have been a few close 

calls!
........................................................................................................................



FOREST SCHOOL 
Forest School classes have had a great start back to their outside learning. We have covered 

many new skills within fire safety, shelter and knots and have celebrated time spent in nature 
as the season changes. All groups are developing wonderful Forest School communities, 

building on their social skills and gaining confidence in their own abilities! Next term Forest 
School classes are Oliver, Radcliffe and Packham.   

 A busy term collecting harvests and making way for new crops. We have now planted next 
year's onion and broad bean crop. We used tomatoes to make chutney and have butternut 

squash stored to make soup. Toby:
 "I've enjoyed picking the tomatoes and potatoes and 

making chutney which is delicious!"

ALLOTMENT CLUB
........................................................................................................................

YOUNG ENTERPRISE UPDATE  
This year's Young Enterprise Team is now underway. Please follow us on Instagram to keep up to 

date with our latest products, news and upcoming events. 
@happyfidgets2025 and @stcatherinesye

This year's team is called Happy Fidgets and they are making a range of fidget products using 
different beads.

To order some of our wonderful products please contact finaughtys@stcatherines.org.uk.
Keep an eye on our social media pages for new products, more being released regularly. Some 
products in the photos may have already been sold, see socials for most up-to-date stock and 

pricing. 

........................................................................................................................



FUNDRAISING AND DEVELOPMENT
It’s been a busy start to the term with lots of planning for this year's events. We are looking for-
ward to a Christmas Carol Concert in December and Christmas Market on 13th December. If you 

would like to be involved with a fundraising event please get in touch with Tanya - 
smitht@stcatherines.org.uk. We look forward to also adding our student lead fundraising event 

..........................................................................................................................
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Fundraising Enquiries
For further information about our fundraising 

activities, contact our Fundraising Team on: 01983 
852722 or 

email: smitht@stcatherines.org.uk

...................

SPONSORING OUR CHRISTMAS MARKET 2025
We are very grateful to MCM construction for sponsoring our Christmas Market event on 

Saturday 13th December. 
This year we are able to offer so much more to those who attend including a Grinch grotto, a 

free treasure hunt, a free colouring competition and more.  

RESIDENTIAL OPEN DAY



ST CATHERINE'S CHARITY SHOP
 Its been a very busy few weeks at the charity shop with sales and donations.

Thank you to the students who have had work experience placements with Laura, and to my 2 
wonderful volunteers for all your great help!

If you are having a half term clearout, donations of good quality, saleable goods would be 
appreciated. Thank you for your continued support, 

Amanda, Manager

..........................................................................................................................



OCTOBER HALF TERM - WHAT TO DO 
The following pages are provided for information -

St Catherine's does not endorse any of these activities



AAC AWARENESS MONTH

AAC Fact Sheet

AAC supports speech development and language skills

People learn AAC best when others use it too

Speaking people use AAC too - try it when communication is tricky

Take all the time you need to support an AAC user to communicate

AAC can be as simple as drawing options on a piece of paper!

It is never too early or too late to start using an AAC strategy
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HELP AND SUPPORT  



Parent and Caregiver Peer Support Sessions

Where: Gunville Methodist Church Hall When: 

11th September 2025 (10am - 12 noon)

6th November 2025 (10am – 12 noon)

15th January 2026 (10am - 11am)

5th March 2026 (10am - 12 noon)

7th May 2026 (10am – 12 noon)

Come along to meet with other parents / caregivers for an 
informal meet up and chat about your neurodiversity 

journey.  Refreshments provided. No need to book, just turn 
up. 

Free onsite parking. 
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HALF TERM COLOURING  



NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 


