
ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
The Reader of the Week award has been 

presented to:  
Brooke

The Behaviour For Learning award has been 
presented to:  

Ashton
Caiden
Darcy
Megan
Lydia
Caitlin
Kristen

Charlie-Joe
Olivia

Mr Esdale-Pearson's English Class
Newton Class

The Behaviour For Character award has been 
presented to: 

Jamie
Luis

Maisey
Holden
Fletcher
Henley

Packham Class
Well done to all students who received 

awards this week!
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ATTENDANCE
6AMD - 96.3%
6ILP - 100%
6JG - 68.52%
Austen - 80%

Bloom - 94.44%
Branson - 95.06%
Burton - 98.61%

Goldberg - 97.78%
Hopkins - 100%
Newton - 88.89%
Oliver - 87.04%

Packham - 88.89%
Radcliffe - 98.15%
Watson - 83.95%

Well done to all classes who were here
everyday this week!

THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
We are holding ‘The Grove’ after school club every Tuesday 3:30pm - 5:00pm.

.............................................................................................................................................

All activities are weather dependent. If the weather is not suitable for an outside activity, an indoor alternative 
will be arranged. Sessions have to be booked in advance and parents/carers are able to book block sessions. If you 

have any queries or would like to book, please contact The Grove Team on: the-grove@stcatherines.org.uk
Transport must be arranged by parents. £2 per week.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
November
14th	 Mufti Day (bring a tombola prize)
15th	 Isle of Wight College Open Day
26th	 Bring your parent/carer to school day
December
10th	 RE Day
13th	 St Catherine's Christmas Market
17th	 End of Term Consultations
18th	 Coffee Morning, End of Term
	 Assembly and Consultations
	 (more information to follow)

November
11th - Seaglass Art

18th - New Age Curling
25th - Air Dry Clay Decs



PACKHAM CLASS
In OT this week, we made pancakes. We had to carefully measure our ingredients and then cook 
them independently. They were very tasty! In Science, we have been investigating with magnets. 
We went out around the school finding magnetic and non-magnetic objects and working out what 
they were made from. In PSHE this week, we found out about the many types of jobs people do 
and thinking about the things we might like to do when we are older. In Humanities, we started 
our new topic which is the Vikings. We looked at the new vocabulary we would be using and
started to learn a bit about their lives.

HOPKINS CLASS
It’s been a busy first week back and we’ve been learning about lots of new topics. In PSHE, we 
looked at what makes a healthy lifestyle and thought about this regarding our physical, mental 
and emotional health. In English, we have begun looking at firework poems and learning that not 
all poems rhyme. For PE, we are beginning to learn the skills to play badminton and basketball. In 
Art, we started to think about perspective and form and we had to try and draw our front doors 
from memory. We need to check at home to see if we actually got our drawings right!

BLOOM CLASS
In PSHE this week, we looked at the green cross code and made a leaflet helping people to cross 
the road safely. In Maths, we moved onto addition and focused on number bonds to 10 and 100, 
fact families and related facts. In PE, we started to learn to play badminton. We learnt how to
control the racket and hit the shuttlecock over the net. In English, we continued with our 
Superworm story. We planned and wrote a character description of our own choice using
adjectives, full stops and capital letters. In Science, we started the new topic everyday materials.
This week, we looked at identifying different uses of everyday materials. See if your child can
recognise what materials items around your home are made of!? 

RADCLIFFE CLASS
This new term started with PSHE, discussing healthy and unhealthy food. We discussed whether 
cheese and butter were healthy and decided that they are good for us but not too much. We are 
making our own housing brochure as part of our English topic (Houses and Homes) and went to 
visit Hose Rhodes Dickon in town. We asked lots of questions to find out more about their job. We 
are learning about shapes in Maths this term and designed a 3D model village, discussing the
different types of shapes. In Forest School, we learnt how to be safe around the fire circle and 
made some natural material mandalas.



GOLDBERG CLASS
In English this week, we have started a new book called 'Journey to Jo’burg', we looked at the 
front cover and had a group discussion on what we thought the book would be about. In Maths, 
we are looking at time, we got to look up our favourite films online, looked at how many minutes 
they went on for and then converted it to hours. In PE, we have started to learn about basketball, 
working on our dribbling and passing skills and are all looking forward to playing an actual match. 
Everyone seems happy to be back at school.

AUSTEN CLASS
In PSHE this week, we discussed what different careers there are. We looked at different skills 
and qualities you may need for certain jobs. In PE, we began learning how to play badminton. We
focused on serving this week. During Speech and Language Therapy, we talked about
personalities and how we described our qualities. In English, we have started a new book called 
'Journey to Jo’burg' and talked about the front covers and what we thought it was about. The next 
lesson was very vocal with examples of behaviours in the book. Some very interesting views. In 
Science, we are learning about food groups and in Maths we are looking at time, seeing how many 
minutes in various occasions.

BURTON CLASS
We started our week with PSHE, discussing 'public and private' and keeping ourselves safe. In PE, 
we demonstrated some fantastic skills whilst playing football rounders. We found this really fun! 
In English, a very mysterious object was delivered to our classroom! The object, which we de-
cided was some kind of egg, came with a note and a set of instructions on how to care for it until 
it hatches. One of the instructions was to talk to the egg. Much to our surprise, the egg answers 
back! We are looking forward to finding out what is inside - we will keep you posted! In Science, we 
are looking at ‘Animals including Humans’. We have been reminding ourselves of the food groups, 
healthy eating and what each food group does for our bodies. In Humanities, we have started a 
new topic on Vikings. This week, we have discovered where they came from and created a time 
line of all the Kings.

NEWTON CLASS
In Maths, we have been looking at Algebra. It has been quite tricky, but winning prizes has been 
fun! In Science we dissected a sheep heart as a Halloween special. In PE, we have been doing
basketball. Art was fun as we designed our art folder covers.

OLIVER CLASS
In PSHE this week, we had discussions about the career we would like to pursue. We matched our 
skills and hobbies and started to match them to careers we would like. In our English group, we 
are exploring dragons as we are starting our new class text of ‘How To Train Your Dragon’. We are
drawing and making a dragon this week so we can use our own dragon to write our own dragon 
saga. We are starting our new history topic this week in which we are learning about the Vikings. 
In Music, we will be learning a Viking chant and singing a Viking song. In Forest School, it was 
great to get back into the woodland, we noticed how the season is changing with leaves changing
colour and some trees losing leaves. We experimented on ways to move logs with rope and
enjoyed building dens.



6JG CLASS
In PSHE, we began a class presentation on democracy in the UK. In Photography GCSE, we have 
been exploring 'Depth of Field' through changing apertures on the camera. This means making 
the opening bigger or smaller so that more or less light can get in. With shallow depth of field one 
thing is in focus, with a wide depth of field the whole photograph is in focus. In Vocational, we 
researched apprenticeships.

6AMD CLASS
It has been a good start back after the half term break and we have got straight back into our 
learning. In PSHE, we have been learning about the law and what you can do at different ages. In 
Landbased, we are just starting our animal care assignments. In Music, we started a new topic on 
the classical period. In Maths, we are studying coordinates to help with direction.

6ILP CLASS
6ILP have been very focused, they got straight down to hard work after the half term. We have 
widened our vocabulary considering emotions with some new important words. We have been 
able to vocalise what  makes us angry or sad and what strategies might turn those frowns
upside down. We have taken part in the first stage of Dragon’s Den. We were pretty nervous, but 
we rose to the challenge. Each student spoke clearly detailing our business proposal as well as 
answered a range of challenging questions. During Mathematics, we focused upon measuring 
daily healthy foods. We were able to create some pleasing print work based upon the poppy plant. 

WATSON CLASS
In PSHE, we looked at career possibilities and watched some career stories and decided if we liked 
or disliked the idea of the job. Next week, we will look at local jobs to see what skills they look for 
and what is available.

BRANSON CLASS
In PSHE, we thought about what we want to do after we leave St Catherines. We worked  in pairs 
using the computer to find out where we could go, including St Catherine's College, IOW College 
and HTP Apprenticeship College. We also tried to find out what qualifications we would need. We 
had a great Art lesson. We had to design our front cover for our art folders. We  all drew something 
that  we are interested in. These ranged from guitars, drums, Stitch and dancing. In one of our 
English lessons, we had a debate using for and against reasons. We are getting more confident 
doing this.

RAFFLE TICKETS
Students have been given two books of raffle tickets which can be bought or sold to others. 

If buying some tickets, please return the tabs (filled in) and the money. If you do not want to 
buy or sell the tickets, please return them back to school. Raffle tickets are £1 each. The raffle 
will be drawn at the Christmas Market at 3pm on Saturday 13th December 2025, taking place 

at St Catherine's Church. For extra raffle tickets, please email Tanya on
smitht@stcatherines.org.uk. Thank you.



HAVE YOUR SAY ON SCHOOL TRANSPORT
The local authority is reviewing its school transport services for children who are eligible for 

free travel to and from mainstream schools. Parents and carers are invited to share their 
views to help improve future arrangements. Please take a few minutes to complete the

questionnaire here: https://bit.ly/47tA8Wp

More information about the procurement can be found here: https://bit.ly/43UxN4i

Please complete the questionnaire by Monday 24th November 2025.

DLD DAY
On Friday 17th October, St Catherine's students and staff participated in raising awareness 

for Developmental Language Disorder day. On the evening of Friday 17th, St Catherine's was 
lit up purple, one of the colours of the DLD charity, for 'Light up for DLD day.' The lighting was 
courtesy of NDL Event Power Solutions. We also would like to thank Crave ice cream parlour, 

who supported us by making a DLD theme ice cream.

FOREST SCHOOL WINTER CLOTHING GUIDE
As the weather is getting colder, here is a guide to clothing. Having suitable clothing helps 
students stay comfortable outside, protects from weather, scratches and stings and helps 

them to access outdoor sessions comfortably.

We have a selection of waterproof trousers, 
jackets and wellies for student use, but if 

you have any problems accessing suitable 
clothing please don’t hesitate to contact me 

on:
atkinsa@stcatherines.org.uk

Alison Atkins (Forest School Leader)

Suggested Autumn/Winter Clothing List
•	 Layers of clothing, vest/t-shirt/jumper or 

fleece
•	 Jogging bottoms/leggings

•	 Socks
•	 Sturdy shoes/trainers/wellies

•	 Hat/gloves 
•	 Waterproof jacket

Classes doing Forest School this term:
Oliver, Radcliffe, Packham



CAN YOU SUPPORT OUR CHAPEL PROJECT?
Our school chapel has a special place in the heart of our community. Over the years it has been the hub of 
school celebrations as well as a place of reflection and contemplation. We are looking to raise £10,000 to
improve the space, retaining the chapel’s original features but adapting it to ensure it can best meet the needs 
of our students. In particular, the aspects that we would like to improve are:

- Replace the current pews with more comfortable seating, which are more suited to our students’ needs
- Install a sound loop to support our students with hearing impairments
- Restore the chapel to its original glory by cleaning the stained glass windows and redecorating the floors and 
walls

If you are able to support this project then please visit our fundraising page:
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/stcatherinesschoolchapel?utm_medium=CA&amp;utm_source=CL

Any donations over £100 will feature on our thank you wall in the chapel.

Thank you to 
everyone who 
has donated 

so far!

SCHOOL MENU
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Pasta/Quorn
Bolognese

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit 
Platter

Jumbo 
Sausage/Cheese 

& Onion Roll
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Cheese & Egg or 

Mackerel

Rice Pudding

Roast Lamb/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Pizza with
Wedges

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Tuna or

 Mackerel

Fairy Cake

Battered Cod/
Fish Fingers/
Quiche with 

Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Cheese or
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are always 
options for dessert.








