
ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
The Reader of the Week award has been 

presented to:  
Toby T

The Behaviour For Learning award has been 
presented to:  

The Behaviour For Character award has been 
presented to: 

Well done to all students who received 
awards this week!
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ATTENDANCE
6AMD - 92.59%
6ILP - 97.22%
6JG - 96.3%

Austen - 91.11%
Bloom - 85.19%
Branson - 100%
Burton - 100%

Goldberg - 97.78%
Hopkins - 95.24%
Newton - 96.83%
Oliver - 94.44%

Packham - 96.15%
Radcliffe - 100%
Watson - 83.54%

Well done to all classes who were here
everyday this week!

THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
We are holding ‘The Grove’ after school club every Tuesday 3:30pm - 5:00pm.

.............................................................................................................................................

All activities are weather dependent. If the weather is not suitable for an outside activity, an indoor alternative 
will be arranged. Sessions have to be booked in advance and parents/carers are able to book block sessions. If you 

have any queries or would like to book, please contact The Grove Team on: the-grove@stcatherines.org.uk
Transport must be arranged by parents. £2 per week.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
November
29th	 Find Happy Fidgets (Young Enterprise) 	
	 at Quarr Abbey Craft Fair 10am-4pm
December
4th	 Christmas Carol Service
10th	 RE Day
13th	 St Catherine's Christmas Market
17th	 End of Term Consultations
18th	 Coffee Morning, End of Term
	 Assembly and Consultations

December
2nd - Cooking

9th - Painting Decorations & Crafts
16th - Christmas Bonanza

Summer
Luis

Roaa
Riley

Georgia
Fletcher

Finley
Jacob
Sam
Levi

Gracie
Mia

Shaun
Maisey

Luis
William L
Holden

Cosmo
Max N

Hopkins
Megan

6ILP



BLOOM CLASS
In PE, the children had great fun learning what a rally is and exploring different ways to hold a 
badminton racket. In Maths, we continued developing our skills on addition before moving on to 
a range of subtraction activities. In English, we carried on with our non-fiction focus. This week, 
the children planned and began writing their own non-chronological reports about a minibeast 
of their choice. In Science, we continued our topic on materials, investigating how the shape of 
objects made from certain materials can be changed. We’ve had a fantastic week of learning. Well 
done Bloom class!

RADCLIFFE CLASS
We have started the week extremely busy! We have started our new Maths topic ‘Time’. We began
by watching Mrs Noctor make a cup of tea and then had to sequence the activity using time
connective words - first, next, finally. In English, we are learning to write places using a capital 
letter. In Art, we are using our sensors to explore materials. We used foil to create a picture using 
glue and felt pens.

HOPKINS CLASS
We’ve had an interesting week this week, especially our visit from the Vikings! Thankfully they 
didn’t come to invade, but to show us how they lived. It was great. In Maths, we have been looking 
at addition and subtraction with exchanges and without exchanges. For Science, we have been 
looking at materials and their uses. This week, we looked at a variety of materials and explored 
whether they can change shape. We were good at predicting what materials might: bend, stretch, 
twist or squash. In Art, we looked at the interesting architecture of Friedensreich Hundertwasser 
and recreated our own buildings using inspiration from his designs. We came up with some great 
work that really impressed all the class staff.



PACKHAM CLASS
In Humanities this week, we learned about Danegeld. This means ‘Dane gold’ or ‘Dane tax’ which 
the Anglo-Saxons paid to the Vikings to stop attacking them. On Thursday, some Vikings came to 
the school to show us what it was like to be a Viking and how they lived. It was really good. We 
have been continuing with our work on 'Gulliver’s Travels', where we are designing and making 
a leaflet about Lilliput. We have been learning how to identify and distinguish the features of a 
leaflet and story. In Science, we have been investigating the different metals that are magnetic. 
We have found out that not all metals are magnetic. Only those with certain metals in them are, 
such as iron.
OLIVER CLASS
In Science this week, we have been learning about conductors and insulators of electricity. We 
have been thinking about how insulators keep us safe from electricity, especially the plastic 
around wires, plastic light switches and plastic plugs. We have created circuits to test conducting
materials. In Humanities, we created questions to ask our Viking visitors by remembering all the 
information we have learned so far. At Forest School, we arrived at the Hut to find a letter from 
Santa asking us for help to make potions to keep his elves and reindeer healthy and energised 
through the Christmas rush! We foraged wild ingredients and experimented to make special
potions!
AUSTEN CLASS
We had a good start to the week as we looked at what we knew about ourselves. In Speech and 
Language Therapy, we looked at a chart to see what we were good at and any improvements 
that could be made. In English, we have started to write a diary from one of the children's views 
that travelled to Johannesburg in the story using lots of English vocabulary. In Science, we are
looking at the skeleton and what different bones are in our body. In Maths, we did some
timekeeping and pricing of an outing to a restaurant to a town beginning with B. On Thursday we 
had the Vikings visit us. We had a great time.
GOLDBERG CLASS
In Tutor this week, we have been reading as a group from our own novels that we selected from 
the library. Sharing our stories with the group is something we are looking forward to next term. 
In our Communication Group, we created presentations to explain what Team HAP is and how it 
works. In ICT, we are working on WJEC projects, Desktop Publishing and Spreadsheet Creation. 
In DT, this week we started making our clocks. In English, we are still working hard on our diary 
entries and have all been very creative. We all enjoyed our special guests the Vikings this week, it 
was very interesting.

BRANSON CLASS
During Science, we did an experiment to see if certain metals could be used to power a battery.
In English, we started to write our diary about 'Journey to Johannesburg', using the plan we 
have written. We tried to include a fronted adverbial and simile. In Art, we researched famous
photographers. We had to also find out when they were born, where they live and what sort of 
photographs they take. In Humanities, we carried on with our research about St Catherine's now 
and in the past.  On Thursday, we had a visit from some vikings! We learnt what they ate, how they 
fought in battles and what they did all day.

BURTON CLASS
This week in Humanities, we looked at the Vikings and the clothes that they wore. We detailed 
these in a diagram and was surprised how many clothes they wore to keep warm. In Science, 
we looked at different types of skeletons: endoskeletons, exoskeletons and hydrostatic skeletons. 
We sorted animals into groups depending on the type of skeleton they have. In English, we have
continued to work on writing instructions and have started to plan how we will catch a dragon.
NEWTON CLASS
In Communication Group, we learnt about how to look after money and spend it carefully. In
English, we finished off our book. In Music, we enjoyed playing the piano. We have been writing 
diaries from the past in Humanities.



6JG CLASS
This week in PSHE, we have been investigating money; we have explored borrowing and
lending. In Photography GCSE, we have been continuing to select and edit to enhance our final 
images to represent what we have learnt since September. We will be printing these as our final 
outcomes. In English this week, we have been working on paragraphs. We have worked on when 
you should start a new paragraph in our writing. In Maths, we have started a new topic of algebra. 
We have looked at all the rules surrounding this topic and started to apply this on our worksheets. 
In OT, we have been looking at our weekly schedule, working out what we have to do and what 
time we have for our leisure time. We are using this to focus on our topic which is burnout.
6AMD CLASS
In Music, we are learning about ornaments and how they are used in piano and other scores. In 
Science, we have been working on our assignments based on physical and chemical properties
of elements and how we use them according to this. In Maths, we have started to study and
understand averages, we hope to learn a helpful song about the mean, the median and the mode 
soon.
6ILP CLASS
It's been a busy week for 6ILP. We were off-campus for an exciting trip to Newport. We visited the 
Quay Arts Centre who were exhibiting a number of fine thought-provoking art pieces. We enjoyed 
the oversized imagery and sculpture when checking out the myth of 'The Sandown Clown' as well 
as deep sea creative film making. Back at College, we presented our Young Enterprise business 
journey to the entire school community. We were able to consider different ways we can enhance 
our wellbeing as well as practise our comprehension skills. We were able to continue with our
roleplay activities as we considered safety online.

RESIDENTIAL ENRICHMENT NIGHTS
Our weekly "Residential Enrichment Nights" offers students a safe, supportive, and enjoyable 
space to build essential life skills beyond the classroom. Through structured activities, shared 

games, and collaborative projects, students have the opportunity to develop their social
communication, teamwork, and play skills in a relaxed environment.

Each Enrichment Night costs £75, which covers an overnight stay, all meals, in-house activi-
ties and staffing, ensuring students receive high-quality support and a well-rounded experien-

ce.

Many of our students have shown noticeable improvements in confidence, problem-solving, 
and positive peer interaction. The sessions also encourage independence, resilience and

practical life skills—helping students to thrive both within the residential setting and in their 
wider daily lives. Enrichment Nights have quickly become a valued part of our provision,

nurturing personal growth while ensuring students have fun and feel part of a community.

Please see our poster on the next page or contact Siobhan on smcguigan@stcatherines.org.uk 
for more information.

WATSON CLASS
This week in PSHE, we have been starting with our topic of healthy lifestyles by looking at an area 
of mental health: anxiety, what it is, how it makes you feel and where to get support. We discussed
these areas and looked at material on supportive websites including Youngminds, NHS and
Childline. We will be looking at and discussing our mental health areas over the next few weeks. 
We have started looking at context in 'The Christmas Carol'. We started reading the introduction 
and discussed it. We had some parents in school this week for 'Bring your Parent/Carer to School 
Day' and enjoyed sessions in PE, DT and Cookery and Forest School. In PE, we are doing handball 
and playing different small games. Yesterday, we had the Vikings in school and learnt how they 
lived.



St Christopher’s
Stay Learn Grow

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Great opportunity for our 
child and family unit. Helps 

them develop coping 
strategies away from the 

family home” - Parent 

 

“Starting to build great 
resilience and 

confidence away from 
home” - Parent 

“She loved the activities and 
staff were fantastic even 

down to plaiting her hair in 
the morning” - Parent 

How do you feel the opportunity to stay in 

“I enjoy seeing everyone, 
the activities and having a 

lay in” - Student 
 

“I love staying at the 
house with the staff and 

they play fun games and I 
try new foods” - Student 

 

“I love the food and 
doing my life skills to 
get better” - Student 

 



SCHOOL MENU
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Pasta/Quorn
Bolognese

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit 
Platter

Jumbo 
Sausage/Cheese 

& Onion Roll
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Cheese & Egg or 

Mackerel

Rice Pudding

Roast Lamb/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Pizza with
Wedges

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Tuna or

 Mackerel

Fairy Cake

Battered Cod/
Fish Fingers/
Quiche with 

Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Cheese or
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are always 
options for dessert.

COLOURING COMPETITION
Students have been sent home with a colouring competition. If you would like to take part, 
please send entries back into school by Wednesday 10th December 2025. If you would like 

another sheet, please email Tanya on smitht@stcatherines.org.uk.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Well done to one of our students who received their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award last 

week!



BRING YOUR PARENT/CARER TO SCHOOL DAY
We had a great time on Wednesday for Bring your Parent/Carer to School Day! Here's some

photos of our day.










