
ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
The Reader of the Week award has been 

presented to:  
Toby T

The Behaviour For Learning award has been 
presented to: 

 

The Behaviour For Character award has been 
presented to: 

The Principal's Praise award has been 
presented to: 

Well done to all students who received 
awards this week!
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ATTENDANCE
6AMD - 98.15%

6ILP - 100%
6JG - 98.15%
Austen - 80%

Bloom - 95.56%
Branson - 93.33%
Burton - 97.22%

Goldberg - 95.56%
Hopkins - 98.41%
Newton - 92.59%
Oliver - 92.59%

Packham - 84.13%
Radcliffe - 100%
Watson - 93.06%

Well done to all classes who were here
everyday this week!

THE GROVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
We are holding ‘The Grove’ after school club every Tuesday 3:30pm - 5:00pm.

.............................................................................................................................................

All activities are weather dependent. If the weather is not suitable for an outside activity, an indoor alternative 
will be arranged. Sessions have to be booked in advance and parents/carers are able to book block sessions. If you 

have any queries or would like to book, please contact The Grove Team on: the-grove@stcatherines.org.uk
Transport must be arranged by parents. £2 per week.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARYMay
20th	 No Pens Day
22nd	 Students break up for half term
22nd	 Mufti Day
June
1st	 School reopens after half term
26th	 Summer Fair!

May
19th - Field Games

June
2nd - Basement Games

9th - Pickleball/Dodgeball
16th - Seaglass

23rd - Field Games
30th - Mini Golf

July
7th - Homemade Lemonade

14th - Ventnor Walk
21st - Summer Activity

6AMD
Roaa
Lukas

Charles

Jayden
Seth
Lulu

James

Levi
Bentley
Sophia

Mia
Sam



PACKHAM CLASS
We have been learning about the water cycle this week in Science and relating our vocabulary - 
evaporating, condensing, and precipitation to the different parts of the water cycle. We saw how 
the water cycle helps to recycle the water on the planet. We could be drinking the same water as 
the dinosaurs! In Humanities, we learnt about the process of mummification. Only the Pharaohs 
got mummified. Their brains were pulled out through their noses using a long hook. In PE, we have 
been doing some different activities like tennis and football. This has been a lot of fun! In Music, 
we recapped tempo and tried lots of different ways of demonstrating this element. In Maths, we 
have been practising our multiplication and division as well as rounding up or down with money to 
help us with our calculations.

BLOOM CLASS
This week has been full of exciting activities and wonderful learning opportunities! On Monday, 
we were lucky enough to spend the day sailing. In the morning, we focused on learning how to 
rig the boats and took part in team races to see who could rig them the fastest. In the afternoon,
we headed out to sea where we learnt how to tack left and right as well as how to safely
capsize the boats. In Maths, we have been recognising, finding, and naming halves of quantities. In 
English, we have been revisiting our traditional tales and carefully proofreading our work to check
punctuation and capital letters. In Art, we have been exploring the use of light and dark tones to 
create reduction drawings. We also enjoyed RE Day on Wednesday, where we learnt about the 
parable of the Good Shepherd and explored the key concept of leading by example.

RADCLIFFE CLASS
During PSHE, we continued to talk about emotions and feelings.  We looked at pictures and guessed 
their emotion. We talked about strategies of what to do when we feel unhappy. In English, we 
worked on ‘shape coding’ and began working on verbs. We put verbs into sentences. We know that 
a verb is a ‘doing’ word. Our Maths lesson was fun as we were introduced to thermometers. We 
discussed what is hot and cold.

HOPKINS CLASS
This week is Mental Health Awareness Week and the theme this year is ‘Action.’ We heard about 
displaying acts of kindness in Monday’s assembly. Some of us had the opportunity to attend a
sailing session on Monday, this was the first of three sessions. The weather wasn’t as warm, but 
we had a brilliant day and learnt lots of new skills. In PE, we have been developing our skills with 
tennis, learning how to hit the ball over the net, using different techniques such as overarm and 
underarm and in football, and we have been learning how to dribble and shoot. In Humanities, we 
have been learning about the different explorers, Scott and Amundsen, and how they travelled to 
the South Pole. This has given us ideas for items that we could possibly take if we were to go on an 
expedition to the South Pole.



OLIVER CLASS
This week in Science, we have been looking at dissolving. We have dissolved some pouring solids
into water and also added them to warmer water and timed the difference heat makes. In
Humanities, we have continued to create our presentations that we will give when we are tour 
guides for the other classes with our Ancient Egyptian artefacts. In Music, we are continuing to 
read musical notation and play rhythms also practising our four chords on the ukulele to play a 
range of songs. We made our animals out of clay and painted our tiles and fish/heads in Art. In DT, 
we started to draw cubes with points and then worked our way up to freehand. It was interesting 
to see how they each did their own perspective on it. On RE Day, we learnt about faith and how 
God spread the word and was gifted with the holy spirit. In the yoga workshop, we looked at the 
story of Noah's Ark and how Noah had faith in God. We created a yoga session based on animal 
shapes. We ended our session with a well deserved relaxation to calm music.

AUSTEN CLASS
During PSHE, we looked at digital money and the advantages and disadvantages of bank transfers 
and phone payments. We were very knowledgeable and understood the dangers. In English, we 
are looking at a new book. We worked on finding different words and trying to guess what the 
poem would be about. In Science, we are dissolving different solids and showing temperatures 
of dissolving and how some liquids become solids again. We had RE Day on Wednesday and we 
looked at Pentecost and Ascension. We had workshops in the afternoon including cooking. In 
Maths, we are looking at money and averaging amounts up or down to give a rough cost.

GOLDBERG CLASS
In PSHE this week, we have been looking at what makes a good friendship and how a gratitude 
attitude can help build positive relationships. In ICT, we have been creating draft emails that 
could be used as templates for repeat emails that we might use a lot. We had a very proactive 
Forest School session, being assessed for our level 2 and level 3 Wild Passport skills and carrying 
out an investigation into different tinders. In English, we have started to look at a new book ‘The 
Lost Words’. We looked at the cover and discussed what we thought it could be about. In PE, we 
continued to work on our tennis skills. In Maths, we are looking at money and totals of goods, and 
averaging amounts to add together.

NEWTON CLASS
In Music, all the class were ready to perform and record 'China Jumps' as a solo performance 
which was great.

BURTON CLASS
In Music, we explored three main features of Chinese traditional music, practised more of our 
'China Jumps' pieces and learnt the names of different Chinese instruments. In English, we have 
completed our adverts for our chosen products that have a magical power. We have really enjoyed
completing this piece of work. In Humanities, we learnt about Tutankhamun. He became a
Pharoah at 9 years old but died at around 19 years old. We learnt about Howard Carter who
discovered and opened his tomb. In Science, we have been learning about the water cycle. We 
have made our own water cycles and are looking forward to seeing if our plants grow in them.



6ILP CLASS
6ILP has had a very busy week. We considered the importance of certain words. What words 
are acceptable and those which are not in college and in the wider community. We have had a
discussion regarding why it is important to keep active and why this is even more important as 
people get older. We attempted some stretches and then a brief Tai Chi session. We created
a very abstract painting revolving around chaos and order. We traveled off campus to visit
Appuldurcombe House. We were able to take some photographs which we will be submitting for 
an art exhibition in the near future.

6AMD CLASS
This Thursday, we sat our first of two IGCSE Maths papers. In Science, we have begun revising 
the Physics content, ahead of our exam next Wednesday. We have also sat another mock exam 
to help us manage the nerves that come with exams. We finished the book we were reading in
English, and have filled the hole it has left with thinking about its themes and messages, and
creating our own versions of the ending. After our assembly on Monday, we have taken time to 
reflect on Mental Health Awareness Week - thinking about different behaviours we can engage 
in to help improve our mental health. In Friday Clubs, some of us are helping clear the college
allotment, others are in Independent Study or helping wash cars with Prom Club!

6JG CLASS
In Science, we have been working on an assignment called ‘Is survival in the genes?’. We did a 
practical to look at DNA that we extracted from a strawberry. In Land Based, we continued to 
look after our seedlings, ensuring we repotted ones that were outgrowing their pots and watering
everything really well.

WATSON CLASS
This week, some of our students have started their GCSE English exams. In Humanities, we have 
started learning all about life in the 1940s and what it was like to be in school back then. During 
RE Day, we were looking at Christianity and what 'Parenthood' means. We have also been thinking 
about our end of year trip and planning our Summer Fair stall.

AROUND THE WORLD CLUB
We have been looking at Syria and Wales over the last couple of weeks and are looking at 
Thailand this week. We have been trying the food, learning facts and doing some activities 

based on the countries. It is lovely to see everyone trying new foods and working together as 
a team to learn facts and sharing them at the end of the day.

COLLEGE FUNDAMENTAL BRITISH VALUES
As part of the college's special calendar this month, we are going to have a Scottish curling 

tournament. The stones are on coasters and we have big floor targets to aim for. We will also 
be making an art piece for World Day for Cultural Diversity, using different techniques

(mosaic, aboriginal dot art, collage).

COLLEGE POOL TOURNAMENT
James’ college pool tournament came to an exciting conclusion this week, with James and 

Charles in the final. After three very close games, Charles was victorious.

BRANSON CLASS
In Maths, we have been practising difficult additions across a 10 and working out percentages. On 
Wednesday it was RE day, we looked at different aspects and our own personal understanding of 
Christianity around the world and the Holy Trinity. In Science, we have been looking at plants and 
photosynthesis and what essential things plants need to grow. We worked out that the plants we 
planted were over-watered, so we replanted them this week. We will keep an eye on them. This 
week in Music, we learnt about Chinese traditional music and the different instruments they still 
use today. We practised 'China Jumps', a piece of Chinese music.



LIFE SKILLS VISIT TO STONELANDS GARDEN 
NURSERY

This term in Life Skills, students have been developing confidence and independence through 
gardening activities, teamwork, responsibility and learning about the full cycle of food

production.

To see this in action in the real world, we visited Stonelands Garden Nursery to learn how 
a real gardening business works. Students explored the journey from planting seeds right 

through to harvesting, packing, selling produce in the shop and delivering vegetable boxes.

We learnt about the nursery’s organic farming methods, including natural pest control, owl 
boxes, companion planting and seaweed fertilisers. Students also saw how crops are

protected from wildlife using netting and enjoyed spotting the different fruits and vegetables 
growing around the nursery.

The students really enjoyed spending time outdoors and exploring the land. Being outside in 
the fresh air helped everyone feel calm, focused and relaxed and students were noticeably 

engaged throughout the visit. We even spotted the nursery’s goats from afar, which everyone 
was very excited about!

During the trip, students independently bought freshly grown lettuce from the honesty shop 
and enjoyed tasting produce grown on site. The visit inspired everyone to continue caring for 

the plants and seeds we are growing in school, which we will later use in our cooking
sessions.

A big thank you to the staff at Stonelands for such an informative, welcoming and enjoyable 
visit!



SPEECH SOUNDS AT ST CATHERINE’S
May is Apraxia Awareness Month

	 This month, we are recognising Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) alongside other
	 Speech Sound Disorders (SSDs) to help raise awareness and celebrate the resilience, 

determination, and progress shown by our students.

What are Speech Sound Disorders?
Some people have difficulty producing speech sounds – the sounds involved in speech. This 

can affect how easy it is for them to communicate and be understood by other people.

There are different types of speech sound difficulties. Some may have articulation difficulties, 
where they need support to physically produce different sounds. Others have phonological 
difficulties and whilst they can produce different sounds, they need support knowing when 
and how to use them. Some have motor speech difficulties, such as CAS. This means they 

have difficulties planning, programming, sequencing and coordinating the precise movements 
required for speech.  

Speech sound difficulties are not caused by laziness or lack of understanding and children do 
not simply “grow out of them.” With the right support and therapy, people can make fantastic 

progress. 

How do we work on speech sounds?
		  In therapy sessions, we use evidence-based approaches tailored to each

student’s individual needs. Therapy is designed to be engaging and motivating,
incorporating students’ individual interests while providing frequent opportunities for targeted 

speech practice to help establish new motor programmes. Students are supported to build 
confidence through positive and successful experiences.

Some of the ways we work on speech sounds include:
•	 practising target sounds through games and motivating activities 

•	 using visual prompts, mirrors and gestures 
•	 breaking words into smaller parts (syllables) 

•	 listening and auditory discrimination activities 
•	 building confidence in communication, not just accuracy 

•	 teaching strategies to support in situations where students haven’t been understood, for 
example by repeating words, describing the word, using another word, drawing or signing. 

Recent speech therapy activities



What our students would like people to know
		      “Sometimes I talk and it comes out the wrong way, like backwards ways. 

It’s really annoying.”
“My brain thinks it’s easy to pronounce the words but it’s actually hard.”

“Sometimes if I’m talking quickly or I’m excited it can get harder.”
“When I started here it was probably pretty hard to understand me.”

“My speech is really good now, lots of people understand me.” 
“I think I’ve got better at sounding out words.”

“My ‘s’ sound has got better and my speaking in general.”
“We play fun games and practise sounds.”

“If its’s tricky I can say a word that means the same but is easier to say…but this isn’t always 
easy.”

“Give me time to get my words out”      “It’s not helpful if someone pretends to understand.”
“It can be annoying if people interrupt when I’m trying to do it.”

“Wait a tiny bit longer for me to try again.”		  “Understand that I’m trying my best.”
“People should know – be patient, give time, understand, don’t make fun of how I talk.”

Useful websites:
•	 https://lucasvoice.org.uk/

•	 https://mikeyswishfoundation.org/
•	 https://speechapraxia.co.uk/resources#d6f59a12-e5ea-42b9-982a-dd7e0b639a57

•	 https://www.apraxia-kids.org/

If you would like more information, please email us on speechtherapy@stcatherines.org.uk.



NEW SIGNING SONG
Follow the link to watch and learn our new signing song, 'This is Me' that students will be 

learning at school this term.
https://bit.ly/4dYqkau

SCHOOL MENU
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sweet & Sour 
Chicken/Quorn

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fruit Platter

Meatballs/
Quorn Balls

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

fillings

Salad Bar
Egg & Cheese or 

Mackerel

Jelly

Roast Pork/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Lasagne/
Quorn

Lasagne
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

fillings

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Tray Bake

Battered Cod/
Fish Fingers/

Vegetable 
Burger

with Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

fillings

Salad Bar
Cheese or 
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are always 
options for dessert.

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES AND FOOD (HAF)
PROGRAMME

This year activities include football, horse riding, fun at the farm, music, cheerleading, dance, 
circus skills, cooking, multi-sports and multi-activity holiday clubs. All HAF activities are

inclusive.

•	 All activities include a healthy nutritious meal for children and young people attending
•	 Free spaces are available to children who receive income-related free school meals.

A limited number of discretionary-funded places are available for children who do not meet 
the criteria above but would benefit from attending. This may include, for example:
•	 Children assessed by the Local Authority as being in need, at risk or vulnerable

•	 Looked-after children
•	 Children under Early Help

•	 Young carers
•	 Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)

For more information, please visit the IW Family Information Hub website:
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=xJQAhLKZrNc&familychannel=8-6





AMAZON WISHLIST
We have updated our Amazon Wishlist! We are always grateful for gifts that are brought for 

us! If you would like to have a look at our wishlist, please follow this link:
https://amzn.eu/059jgOqB



 

21st April 2026- Newport Family Centre 

21st May 2026- Sandown Family Centre 

22nd June 2026- Ryde Family Centre 

21st July 2026- Newport Family Centre 




