
Principal’s Welcome 
Dear Parents/Carers,

As we move further into the Summer Term, it has been wonderful to see our students continuing to engage 
so positively in their learning, both in the classroom and through the many enriching activities taking place 
across the school and college. From sailing sessions and educational visits to creative projects and exam 
preparation, students continue to demonstrate resilience, enthusiasm and determination in all that they 
do. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those parents/carers who completed our communication 
questionnaire. We had a great response and your feedback will help us improve our communications. Next 
half-term we will be sending out our annual questionnaire for your feedback on education, therapy and 
residential care. Your feedback would be greatly appreciated and will help improve the way we support your 
child. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. Working together with families is an important part of 
ensuring the very best outcomes for our students and we greatly value your partnership. 

I hope you enjoy reading this term’s newsletter and seeing the many achievements and experiences our 
students have been involved in.

With best wishes 

Sarah Thompson
Principal
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2025-2026 TERM DATES

ST CATHERINE’S SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026 

Staff Development Day Monday 1st & Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Start of Autumn term for students Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Quarter term weekend Friday 19th September 2025 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 21st September 2025 
Day Students: Monday 22st September 2025 

Break up for half term holiday Friday 17th October 2025 

OCTOBER HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday 
Boarders: Sunday evening 2nd November 2025 
Day Students: Monday 3rd November 2025 

Quarter term weekend  Friday 21st November 2025 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 23rd November 2025 
Day Students: Monday 24th November 2025 

End of Autumn term for students Thursday 18th December 2025 

Staff Development Day Friday 19th December 2025 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Staff Development Day Monday 5th January 2026 

Start of Spring term for all students Tuesday 6th January 2026 

Quarter term weekend Friday 23rd January 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 25th January 2026 
Day Students: Monday 26th January 2026 

Students break up for half term holiday Friday 13th February 2026 

FEBRUARY HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday 
Boarders: Sunday 22nd February 2026 
Day Students: Monday 23th February 2026 

Quarter term weekend Friday 13th March 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 15th March 2026 
Day Students: Monday 16th March 2026 

End of Spring term Friday 27th March 2026 
EASTER HOLIDAY 

Start of Summer term Boarders: Monday 13th April 2026 
Day Students: Monday 13th April 2026 

Quarter term weekend including Bank 
Holiday 

Friday 1st May – Monday 4th May 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend Tuesday morning 5th May 2026 

Break up for half term holiday Friday 22nd May 2026 

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday Boarders: Sunday 31st May 2026 
Day Students: Monday 1st June 2026 

Quarter term weekend Friday 26th June 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend Boarders: Sunday evening 28th June 2026 
Day Students: Monday 29 st June 2026 

End of Summer term for students Friday 24th July 2026 

Staff Development Day Monday 27th July 2026 
SUMMER HOLIDAY 

 



2026-2027 TERM DATES
ST CATHERINE’S SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 

TERM DATES 2026 – 2027 
Bank Holiday Monday 31st August 2026 
Staff Development Day Tuesday 1st September 
Start of Autumn term for students Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
Quarter term weekend Friday 25th September 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 27th September 2026 
Day Students: Monday 28th September 2026 

Break up for half term holiday Friday 16th October 2026 
OCTOBER HALF-TERM 

 
Return after half term holiday 

Boarders: Sunday evening 1st November 2026 
Monday 2nd November 2026 

Quarter term weekend Friday 27th November 2026 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 29th November 2026 
Day Students: Monday 30th November 2026 

End of Autumn term for students Friday 18th December 2026 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Staff Development Day Monday 4th January 2027 
Start of Spring term for students Tuesday 5th January 2027 
Quarter term weekend Friday 22nd January 2027 

 
Return after quarter term weekend 

Boarders: Sunday evening 24th January 2027 
Day Students: Monday 25th January 2027 

Students break up for half term holiday Friday 12th February 2027 

FEBRUARY HALF-TERM 

Return after half term holiday Boarders: Sunday evening 21st February 2027 
Monday 22nd February 2027 

Quarter term weekend Friday 12th March 2027 
 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 14th March 2027 
Day Students: Monday 15th March 2027 

End of Spring term Thursday 25th March 2027 
EASTER HOLIDAY 

Start of Summer term Monday 12th April 2027 
Quarter term weekend including 
Bank Holiday 

Friday 30th April 2027 

Return after quarter term weekend Tuesday 4th May 2027 
Break up for half term holiday Friday 28th May 2027 

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY HALF-TERM 
Return after half term holiday Boarders: Sunday evening 6th June 2027 

Monday 7th June 2027 
Quarter term weekend Friday 25th June 2027 (Summer Fair) 

Return after quarter term weekend 
Boarders: Sunday evening 27th June 2027 
Day Students: Monday 28th June 2027 

End of Summer term for students Friday 23rd July 2027 
Staff Development Days Monday 26th - Wednesday 28th July 2027 

SUMMER HOLIDAY 

Please note the above are based on the Isle of Wight Council Maintained Schools Holiday dates. 



ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
100% ATTENDANCE

Congratulations to the following students for 100% 
attendance this half term. 

 Tristan
 Mia

 Megan
 Jamie
 Tanner
 Elliott
 Byron
 Finley

 Raphael
 Fletcher

 Harri
 Sonnie

 Nicholas
Charles

AMAZING ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to the following students for amazing

attendance this half term. 

 Gwehona
 Jaden
 Lilly

 Junior
 Kayan
 Henley
 Lydia
 Toby

Isabella
Maisey

 Riley
 Ted
 Tim
 Jim

 Imogen
 Jasmine

 Luis
 Kaelan
 Ashton

 Francesco
 Bentley

 Toby
 William
 Kristen

 Holden
 Summer

 Max
 Evie

 William
 Darcy
 Toby
 Alex

 Jacob
 Aaron
 Bella

 Maddie
James

Max

........................................................................................................................



ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING

The Behaviour for Learning award has been presented to:

BEHAVIOUR FOR CHARACTER
The Behaviour for Character award has been presented to:

READING AWARD 
Kristen

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

Raph
Byron

Oliver class

Imogen
Shaun

Roaa
Junior

Goldberg class

........................................................................................................................

PRINCIPAL'S PRAISE
Lucy

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
18th - 22nd June St Catherine’s at the Isle of Wight Festival 
Friday 26th June - Summer Fair 
Monday 10th August - Fundraising Wing Walk Challenge 
Friday 4th September - Fundraising Wing Walk Challenge 

........................................................................................................................

Apryl Max Cosmo 



ST CATHERINE'S ROUND UP
........................................................................................................................

This term we are saying goodbye to our Family Liaison Officer, Lucy Reed.  Many of 
you who know Lucy will be as sorry as we are to see her leave but we wish her all 

the best for her exciting new role in the local authority.

Kirsty Anderson will join us as our new Family Liaison Officer. Kirsty has a wealth 
of experience in supporting families and we are sure she will be quick to establish 

working relationships with our families and students.

Amy Welsh has joined us as a Higher Level Communication Support Worker, Amy is 
a highly qualified CSW and we look forward to seeing how our CSW team develop 

over the coming months and the benefits it will bring to our students.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.B. In addition to the above timetabled exams, Functional Skills English and Mathematics 
examinations can be booked throughout the examination period with only two weeks’ notice. 

AQA GCSE Religious 
Studies A: Thematic Studies 
(excluding textual studies) 

Wed 20th May 2026 PM 1h 45m One Year 11 student only 

GCSE English Language 
Paper 1: Explorations in 
creative reading and writing 

Thurs 21st May 2026 AM 1h 45m Some Yr 11 Watson 
students 

AQA GCSE Mathematics 
Paper 2: Written Calculator 

Wed 3rd June 2026 AM 1h 30m One Year 11 student only 

IGCSE Mathematics Paper 2 Wed 3rd June 2026 AM 2h 00m 6AMD 

GCSE English Language 
Paper 2: Writers' viewpoints 
and perspectives 

Fri 5th June 2026 AM 1h 45m Some Yr 11 Watson 
students 

GCSE Music: Listening and 
Appraising 

Fri 5th June 2026 PM 1h30m 6AMD Music students only 

8300 1F AQA GCSE 
Mathematics Paper 3: 
Written Calculator 

Wed 10th June 2026 AM 1h 30m One Year 11 student only 

Contingency Day Wed 24th June 2026 AM 
PM 

All day Various and pending based 
on any interruption to the 
series. 

2026 EXAM TIMETABLE Students will sit exams
depending on their options. If 
you are unsure which exams 
your child will be sitting, please 
contact their class tutor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are making a number of changes to our Annual Review process, reviews for students in Years 5, 
10 and for those students leaving in Years 12 and 13 will take place in Summer Term. These were 
previously in the Autumn Term of Years 6, 11, 13. This is to allow for enough time to consult with 
settings prior to the statutory deadlines.  This change will come into effect after this half-term and 

will mean that, for some students they will have two Annual Reviews this academic year.

From the 1st June onwards, year 11 students will no longer be required to wear their school uni-
forms. Please ensure that students dress appropriately.

........................................................................................................................



SCHOOL MENU
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Chicken/
Vegetable Curry

or
Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit 
Platter

Toad in the 
Hole/Vegetable 

or Plain 
Sausage

or
Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Cheese & Egg or 

Mackerel

Artic Roll

Roast Beef/
Vegetable 

Burger
or

Tomato Pasta

Salad Bar
Ham or 

Mackerel

Fresh Fruit Salad

Macaroni 
Cheese with a 

Baguette
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Tuna or 

Mackerel

Cookies

Beef or
Vegetable 

Burger/Fish 
Fingers

with Chips
or

Jacket Potato 
with choice of 

filling

Salad Bar
Cheese or
Mackerel

Pudding of the 
Day

Fresh vegetables and salad are available with all main meals. Fresh fruit and yoghurt are always 
options for dessert.

........................................................................................................................

This half term holiday is the perfect time to get out and about to take photographs, for the Nature 
photography competition. We can not wait to see your entries, closing date Monday 8th June. 

Send to troys@stcatherines.org.uk

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION REMINDER!

As part of our Cultural Diversity activities in college, we are having a Scottish Curling tournament. 
Everyone is really enjoying it and we have several very skilled competitors.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY
........................................................................................................................



BLOOM CLASS
Imogen: 

This term we did lots of English work, we finished 'Jack and the Beanstalk'. In Science, we learnt 
all about plants and the different parts. In PE, we have been playing tennis and learning rules.The 

last two Mondays we have been sailing at Seaview everyone has really enjoyed this.
........................................................................................................................

RADCLIFFE CLASS
Kristen:

‘We’ve been planting soil and planting beans that grow. We went to the Botanical Gardens, I like 
the flowers’. We went to the ‘Opticians, try glasses on’. I liked ‘the glasses’. In Art, ‘We’ve been 
making flowers with card’. In Maths, ‘been pouring water, measuring’. In PE, ‘football, tackling’. In 

sailing, ‘I went in the water, it was freezing’. 

HOPKINS CLASS
Mia:

I have really enjoyed sailing. I felt a bit nervous the first week. The rib boat was really fun! In Art, 
we made flowers using tissue paper. We also made clay tiles and used flowers and leaves to make 
an imprint in the clay. 'The Tiny Seed' was our book in English. We had to write our own instruc-
tions on how to plant a seed. In Maths, I have learnt how to divide and multiply. In PE, we are 

playing football. It is not my favourite, but I had a go!

PACKHAM CLASS
Bentley:

In English, we have been learning about food and where it comes from. We have looked at the 
process of how the food comes from where it is grown and how it gets to our plate. In Maths, we 
have been learning about money and we took a trip to the shop to spend some money by buying 
some things. In Science, we have been learning about the states of matter - solids, liquids and 
gasses and how we can see water in all 3 states. We learnt that many materials can be changed 
into the 3 states of matter by giving it heat energy or taking away heat energy. In Humanities, we 
have been learning some amazing things about the Ancient Egyptians like it took over 20 years to 

build a pyramid and its made of over 2 million blocks of stone.

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

This week we have been completing our Science work with matters of state. We have looked at 
separating solids with sieves and completing investigations into separating flour from rice, also 
separating pouring solids from liquids with filter paper. In PSHE, we have been completing our 
work on cyberbullying and staying safe online. We are looking forward to being tour guides for our 

Ancient Egyptian work and presenting them to other classes.

OLIVER CLASS
........................................................................................................................

CLASS ROUND UP



AUSTEN CLASS
Maisey:

In Forest School, we made pizza wraps, these were very nice. In Maths, I beat the teacher at a 
game - I got 41 and Miss Fox only got 28. In English, we have been writing a letter. In PE, we have 
been playing tennis and football. I have enjoyed playing tennis. In OT, we have been going into 

town and looking round Ventnor.

GOLDBERG CLASS
Eli:

I have really enjoyed Forest School this term. We made hot dogs, ate marshmallows and drank 
orange juice. I also got to try candy kittens. I played chess and also got to try chequers for the first 
time. In Science, I have enjoyed building the robot and finally getting to play with it. In PE, we did 

football and Tennis.

BURTON CLASS
Olivia:

In English, I have enjoyed the story of 'George’s Marvellous Medicine' and I am looking forward to 
finding out what will happen to Grandma. In Science, I have enjoyed our topic ‘States of Matter’ 
because it has involved lots of experiments. It has been lots of fun doing these. In Humanities, 
we have been learning about the Egyptians. I have enjoyed finding out about the way that they 
lived and looking at the similarities and differences to our lives. I have enjoyed our Music lessons 
and listening to Chinese music. In OT, we have been gardening. I designed the name tags for the 
plants and created some bird boxes for swifts. I have also been going on visits to Bodster Horse 

Centre. I have had a brilliant time and the best part has been leading Tippy the horse.

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

NEWTON CLASS
Kayan: 

On RE day we learnt about parenthood and The Holy Trinity, which was quite interesting. PE has 
been tennis and football. In Science, we looked at red onions under the microscope, and then la-

belled parts of a plant cell. We then swabbed our cheeks to look at human cells! I found it 
interesting but a bit sickening. We have renamed our robot ChuckBot… it can now drive, throw balls 
and even pick up balls! Humanities has been all about societies in the past. In English, we had fun 

making wanted posters for the Highwayman.

........................................................................................................................

BRANSON CLASS
Sean:

This term I have really enjoyed music, especially the group pieces where we learnt about and 
played the Chinese instruments. The sheng, the gong and the pipa which is a type of Chinese 

guitar. I've enjoyed Science. We looked at onion skins under the microscope and we found that it 
was made up of tiny layers and segments. DT was fun because we started to design pillow cases. 

I’m designing one for my brother with his band logo on it, “Jaded” I think he will like it. I have 
enjoyed PE. I have learned about ball control and under\overarm serving. I am much better at 

tennis now. I also enjoyed playing mini tennis matches and football matches too.

........................................................................................................................



WATSON CLASS
William:

This term I have been learning the stem and leaf method in Maths and we have been doing foot-
ball in PE. In English, I have been practising exam papers and will take the exam this week. I am 
preparing for transition to the IOW College and went to visit the College last week. I went with the 
OT and we practised getting the bus, walking through town. I met a key person at the College and 
we looked around the different departments. I have enjoyed this term and spending time with my 

friends playing football.

6AMD CLASS
Fenner:

This term we started with the Spring Fair event and did Soak the Teacher to make money for the 
RNLI in Bembridge. This was really successful, and we raised over £42. Since then, we have been 
doing a lot for exams. We have revised very hard for English, Maths, Science and Music. So far we 

have done the English, some Maths and the Science exam, which I thought went well. 

6JG CLASS
Halle:

This term I have enjoyed cooking in Food and Nutrition GCSE. We have cooked omelette and scones. 
We have also been searching for different food from different countries. We have learnt how to 
look after plants and have germinated seeds to plant up. In Maths, we have been learning indices, 

some of these have been tricky.

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

6ILP CLASS
Edward:

I have had a very busy half term. I have taken some very challenging exams in both Maths and 
English. I am completing the OCR course which has been a long journey. I have enjoyed some 

of the trips we have taken this term. I enjoyed travelling to Appuldurcombe house recently and 
seeing the massive building and surrounding grounds. I have also enjoyed some of the painting 

exercises, particularly the butterfly project.

........................................................................................................................



ST CHRISTOPHER'S UPDATE 
This term at Christopher’s, the students have been fortunate to celebrate two birthdays. For the 
first birthday, they enjoyed a trip to Laser Quest Ryde followed by a special treat at McDonald's. For 
the second birthday, the group visited Westridge Golf Driving Range where they enjoyed practising 

their golf skills before returning to the house to share a birthday cake together.

Throughout the term, the students have also enjoyed visiting parks across the Island and taking 
part in life skills sessions. They have been learning about recycling and understanding the 

importance of using the correct bins for different types of waste. In addition, the students have 
been learning about online safety, understanding how important it is to keep personal information 

private and stay safe when using the internet.

RESIDENTIAL ROUND UP



ST MARGARET'S
Over the past term in St Margaret's the residents have started the annual 6th form walk. This year 
the walks have focused on circular routes rather than across the Island. So far we have walked 3 x 

4 mile walks stopping for packed tea and admiring the Island's views.

We have also started the gardening club and have started a sunflower competition as well as 
digging the borders outside St Anne's residential house ready for plants.The students have also 
been polishing up on their life-skills completing recycling, clothing, online safety challenges as 

well as independence work in and around Ventnor.

Students that have stayed over for weekend breaks have also enjoyed a spot of fishing/ crab 
fishing at Yarmouth and trips to the cinema to watch the Michael Jackson movie which was 

enjoyed by all! 

We have also attended peers' birthday celebrations at LA Bowls laser quest!!

SALT BY FLETCHER & KAYAN 
In Newton’s group speech sessions, we have been solving a mystery in a hotel. The first thing we 
did was to create a character each. We thought about who fits into a hotel climate, what age they 
are, what their motive could be, how they behave and what their communication style might be. 
To do this we used our imagination. Then, the speech therapist made AI portraits of our characters 
and showed us the crime scene. In the picture there were lots of clues. We had to work out who 
the items in the picture might belong to, by making connections with our characters. Then, we had 

to make a prediction about whodunnit! Every week we got more evidence and made more 
predictions, until eventually we worked out who had done the crime and why. There was a lot of 
problem solving to do. We also had to use our memory, which was tricky. The things we found 
most enjoyable about the sessions were talking about the characters, the storytelling, and all the 

drama. We really liked accusing each other and being accused – that part was funny. 

........................................................................................................................



........................................................................................................................

BREAKFAST CLUB
In Breakfast Club we have been trying new ideas. We have a yoghurt station and we had a Jew-
ish breakfast on Tuesday. Oats and pancakes are always popular and toast and cereal are always 
available. There is a variation of fruit always available and the students come in and talk about 

their days ahead.

Breakfast Club is open to any school aged student who may have difficulty having breakfast before 
coming to school. If your child is interested in attending please talk to their class tutor. Please note 

this free opportunity is only open to school aged students.

AROUND THE WORLD CLUB
In Around the World Club when we went to Thailand we learnt the capital was Bangkok and that 
they like spicy food which most of us tried. The sweet chilli crisps were a huge hit. We played Jacks 

and a cloth game similar to a traditional duck duck goose game.

........................................................................................................................



ST CATHERINE'S CHARITY SHOP
Another busy few weeks at the charity shop! 

Laura and the work experience students, have been further developing  their monetary skills, and 
also had a recent visit from Curtis, the schools doggie mascot, who got his paws dirty hanging 

clothes, sorting hangers and counting money!

I was very lucky to secure a large regular donation of clothing for the shop, which will be 
amazing to continue raising funds for the students!

I have also been celebrating "World Bee Day" on 20 May as part of my continued commitment to 
sustainability through the shop; take a look at the window!

I hope everyone has a restful half term break, and if you are having a declutter, i always need 
good quality, saleable, items for the shop!

Thank you for the continued support xx
Amanda, Charity Shop Manager



FUNDRAISING 
Join us at the School Hawaiian Summer Fair on Friday 26th June for an afternoon of fun, 

community spirit, and fundraising activities.

Before then, we’ll also be at the Isle of Wight Festival from 18th–21st June with our popular Tuck 
Shop and Face Painting Stall — come along and say hello if you’re attending!

We are also excited to announce that there are still spaces available for our thrilling Wing Walk 
Event on 10th August. If you’re looking for an unforgettable challenge while supporting a great 

cause, we’d love to hear from you.

Become a friend of St Catherine’s by signing up to give a monthly/quarterly or yearly donation.  

If you would like to organise or host your own fundraising event to support St Catherine’s, please 
contact Tanya at: smitht@stcatherines.org.uk

St Catherine’s
A registered Charity no. 288148

Recognised by the Department for Education (DfE)
Grove Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight, PO38 1TT

T: 01983 852722 E: general@stcatherines.org.uk
www.stcatherines.org.uk

Fundraising Enquiries
For further information about our fundraising 

activities, contact our Fundraising Team on: 01983 
852722 or 

email: smitht@stcatherines.org.uk

...................

August 10th – Wing Walk

Ready for a sky-high challenge with heart? On 
10th August, you can take part an 

unforgettable wing walk to support 
St Catherine’s. 

 
Strap yourself to the wing of a vintage biplane 

and soar above the Isle of Wight — facing 
fears, ticking off a bucket-list moment, and 

raising funds that help St Catherine’s continue 
its life-changing work. 

Whether you’re an adventure lover or looking 
for a meaningful way to make a difference, this 

wing walk is a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
with impact! Please use the link below to 

register any interest  in the event.

https://forms.gle/umjyjD3KjCX2ba3fA



EASTER HALF TERM-WHAT TO DO 
The following pages are provided for information -

St Catherine's does not endorse any of these activities









HALF-TERM COLOURING



NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 


