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Please note the below definitions, which will support you to understand this document:

British values - a set of fundamental values that the UK government has developed to promote social unity and
prevent extremism. For further details — please see here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-

promoting-british-values-in-schools-published

CAMHS - Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

Child Protection Online Monitoring Service (CPOMS) - is a software application that helps schools monitor child
protection, safeguarding, and other welfare issues.

Disclosure Barring Service (DBS) - checks that employers can make on potential employees to see if they have a
criminal record.

Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) - guidance from the Department for Education that applies to all
schools and colleges. It sets out the legal duties you must follow to safeguard and promote the welfare of
children and young people under the age of 18 in schools and colleges.

Prevent Duty - a safeguarding duty in education that aims to prevent people from becoming terrorists or
supporting terrorism.

SEND — Special Education Needs and Disabilities

RSHE — Relationship, Sex, Heath Education


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published

ST CATHERINE’S SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

INTRODUCTION

St Catherine’s is a non-maintained residential special school and college for children and young people with
speech, language and communication needs.

St Catherine’s fully recognises the responsibility it has under sections 157/175 of the Education Act 2002 to
have arrangements about safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.

The care of children at St Catherine's embodies the fundamental principle of the Children Act 1989 and 2004
that the welfare of the child is paramount.

Safeguarding legislation places a statutory duty on organisations and professionals to work together in the
interests of vulnerable children. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

This document is to be read alongside the St Catherine’s Child Protection policy and staff code of conduct with
an intertwined purpose to ensure the protection and welfare of residential and non- residential students, staff
and visitors. Through their day-to-day contact with students and contact with parents, staff have a crucial role
to play in noticing any and all possible indicators of abuse or neglect and supporting referral to the appropriate
agency, normally Children’s Services. All staff will complete a Child Protection and Safeguarding Induction
Programme when they join the staff team and undertake regular safeguarding training.

This document outlines the commitment and responsibilities of staff and governors at the St Catherine's to
ensure good practice in promoting an ethos where young people feel secure, are encouraged to talk and,
through the student council, complaints system, house group meetings, and tutor time, be active in keeping
a questioning and open dialogue between adults and themselves.

This policy sets out how the governing body discharges its statutory responsibilities relating to safeguarding
and promoting the welfare of children who are students at St Catherine's.

St Catherine's works within relevant guidance including “Keeping children safe in education: Statutory
guidance for schools and colleges” (KCSIE September 2026), “Working Together to Safeguard Children”
(March 2026) and Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children Partnership (IOWSCP) inter agency procedures and
guidelines.

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of KCSIE September 2026 and
Working Together to Safeguard Children March 2026 as:
providing help and support to meet the needs of children as soon as the problem emerges;
protecting children from maltreatment, whether that is within or outside the home, including online;
preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development;



e ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care,
and

e takingactionto enable all children to have the best outcomes.

1. Prevention

We recognise that high self-esteem, confidence, supportive friends and a good line of communication
with a trusted adult helps prevention.

St Catherine's will therefore adopt a child centred and pro-active approach to safeguarding and for preparing
students for life in modern Britain with a culture of zero tolerance to sexism, misogyny/misandry, homophobia,
biphobic and sexual violence/harassment.

St Catherine’s will:
® establish and maintain an ethos where children feel secure and are encouraged to talk, and are
listened to;
® keeping the focus on the child when making decisions about their lives and working in partnership
with them and their families;
® ensure children know that there are adults at St Catherine's whom they can approach if they are
worried or in difficulty including the provision of an independent listener
® ensure there are staff trained in mental health first aid and actively undertaking the role within the
mental health team within the wider St Catherine's Mental Health Strategy and wellbeing policy
® include in the curriculum activities and opportunities for Personal Social Health Education (PSHE),
which equip children with the skills they need to stay safe from abuse and to know who to turn to for
help; this will include online safety and cyberbullying;
® include in the curriculum and residential life skills programme, material which will help children
develop realistic attitudes to the responsibilities of adult life, particularly with regard to childcare,
families and parenting skills;
® ensure that the PSHE programme follows the National Curriculum guidelines as updated in the
Relationships, Sex and Health guidance 2026, and works alongside an individual residential life skills
programme to reinforce essential skills for every child. Self-esteem and confidence building, thinking
independently and making assessments of risk based on their own judgements are encouraged
throughout the programmes;
® ensure that the planned programme of relationships, sex and health education (RSHE), which is
inclusive and delivered regularly and appropriately, covers issues including:
® healthy, respectful, kind and positive relationships and behaviours, including self-care
boundaries and consent
stereotyping, prejudice and equality
body confidence and self-esteem
how to recognise and an abusive relationship (including coercive and controlling behaviour)

and report concerns

® the concepts of, and laws relating to all forms of sexual harassment and abuse and how to
access support



® what constitutes sexual harassment and violence and why they are always
unacceptable and never the fault of the person experiencing it

® ensure children know thatthere are adults at St Catherine's whom they can approach for
mental health support; and

® ensure that the Family Liaison Officer is proactive in applying the Family Approach Protocol

We also recognise that when a child has a social worker, it is an indicator that the child is likely to be more
at risk than most pupils.

This may mean that they are more vulnerable to further harm, as well as facing educational barriers to
attendance, learning, behaviour and poor mental health.

We take these needs into account when making plans to support pupils who have a social worker.

2. Procedures

St Catherine's will follow the procedures set out in Inter-agency working procedures guidance produced by
the IOWSCP. This includes procedures for the education service. See appendix 1 for contact details.

There are designated senior members of staff responsible for child protection. St Catherine's will:

® ensure it has, as a minimum, a designated senior member of staff who has undertaken, as a minimum,
the Designated Senior Person training course, accredited by the local Safeguarding Children Board;
ensure that the Principal has the same level of training to act in the same capacity as needed,;

ensure that Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads have the same level of training;

ensure this training is updated every two years in accordance with government guidance;

recognise the role of the Designated Person/Deputy and ensure they have the time and training to
undertake the duties;

ensure there are contingency arrangements should any of these people be unavailable;

ensure that the Designated Person will take advice from a child protection specialist when managing
complex cases;

® ensure that if staff have a concern about the Designated Senior Person, they will know that they
need to go directly to the Principal or Chair of Governors/Trustees as appropriate.

2.1 Therole of governors and staff

St Catherine's will ensure every member of staff and every governor knows:
® the name of the Designated Senior Persons and the Deputy and the nature of the role;
® thatthey have anindividual responsibility for referring child protection concerns using the proper
channels and within the timescales set out in the procedures;

® thatthey have read, understood and can apply St Catherine’s Safeguarding and Child Protection
policy procedures;

® that they must complete the weekly safeguarding question;
® it ismandatory for attendance to annual safeguarding/child protection training events and
courses such as Safer Recruitment, if applicable.
All governors will receive appropriate safeguarding and child protection training (including online) at
induction to their role to equip them with the knowledge to strategically challenge and support.

The Designated Safeguarding Lead

The St Catherine’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is a member of the senior leadership team and is
appropriately qualified. The DSL takes the lead responsibility for safeguarding and child protection
(including online safety and understanding the filtering and monitoring systems and processes in place).



2.2 Multi - agency working and children potentially at greater risk of harm

Schools have a pivotal role to play in multi-agency safeguarding arrangements. St Catherine’s understands its role
within local safeguarding arrangements and will work with the local authority children’s social care, the police, health

services and any other relevant service to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm.

Whilst all children should be protected, we recognise that some children are potentially at risk of greater harm.

Our students may have a social worker due to safeguarding or welfare needs. We recognise that experiences of

adversity and trauma can leave children vulnerable to further harm, as well as educational disadvantage in facing

barriers to attendance, learning, behaviour and mental health. Where a child has a social worker, this information

will be considered as a matter of routine when considering concerns around safety or welfare. When we feel a

child may be in need of social care intervention, we apply a proactive approach to raising our concerns.

St Catherine's will:
® work to develop effective links with relevant agencies and co-operate as required with their
enquiries regarding child protection matters including attendance and written reports at initial case
conferences, core groups and child protection review conferences;

® notify the local Children’s Services team if:

o we should have to suspend a student with a child protection plan (whether fixed term or
permanently);

o there is an unexplained absence of a student with a child protection plan of more than two
days duration from St Catherine's (or one day following a weekend, or as agreed as part of
any child protection or core group plan);

® attend and facilitate meetings for students that attend St Catherine’s who are open at various
threshold levels such as Early Help, Child in Need and Child Protection.

St Catherine's will maintain good links with the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO). The Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DSL) will deliver training/update sessions to staff on the role of the LADO.

2.3 Family Liaison Officer (FLO)

The FLO works to develop and maintain strong and effective relationships between the St Catherine's and
home. This role starts from the arrival of any student to St Catherine’s supporting attendance and
communication. The FLO is the key member of staff working alongside the DSL and is part of the wider
safeguarding team, attending meetings with professionals from Children’s Services and, if applicable, the
local Education and Inclusion service. The FLO and the DSL will meet on a regular basis to review and monitor
all students open to Children’s Services and those who concerns have been raised about.

St Catherine’s Family Liaison Officer is: Sam Stevens

2.4 Looked after Children (LAC) and the Designated Teacher

St Catherine’s recognises that a child who is in care or has historically been in care will have additional
vulnerabilities and challenges. The Designated Teacher at St Catherine’s takes additional responsibility for
closely monitoring the progress and welfare of LAC and participating in all related professionals’ meetings.
The St Catherine’s Designated Teacher is: Jenn Walker

2.5 Record keeping

St Catherine's will:
° keep clear detailed written records of concerns about children (noting the date, event and action



taken) even where there is no need to refer the matter to Children’s Services immediately;

° ensure that all records are kept secure and in locked location, or recorded onto CPOMS for secure
online monitoring of child protection, safeguarding and for the wider student pastoral welfare
concerns;

° ensure the child’s voice isincluded in all records.

° The DSL will maintain written records of all concerns, discussions and decisions, including the rationale

for those decisions. This includes instances where referrals were or were not made to another agency
such as children’s social services or the Prevent program.

2.6 Confidentiality and information sharing

e Staff will ensure confidentiality protocols are adhered to and information is shared appropriately -
(Information sharing; advice for practitioners providing safeguarding services DfE 2018). If in any
doubt about confidentiality, staff will seek advice from a senior manager or outside agency as
required.

® The Principal or Designated Person will only disclose information about a student to other members
of staff on a need-to-know basis.

® All staff must be aware that they have a professional responsibility to share information with other
agencies in order to safeguard children. The Data Protection Act 2018 and the UK GDPR and the
Data (Use and Access) Act 2025 “do not prevent the sharing of information for the purposes of
keeping children safe” (Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026).

® Allstaff must be aware that they cannot make a promise to a child to keep a secret and it will always
be in the victim’s best interest to seek advice and guidance

2.7 Communication and working with parents

St Catherine's will:

® undertake appropriate discussion with parents prior to involvement of another agency unless the
circumstances preclude this; for example, a parent or carer knowing may put the child at additional
risk;

® ensure that parents have an understanding of the responsibility placed on St Catherine's and staff
for child protection by setting out its obligations in St Catherine's prospectus/website;

® ensure parents have an awareness that there may need to be discussions with other professionals
with regard to child protection without informing them first; and

e offer training and advice to parents with regard to safe use of the internet which will include social
networking sites.

2.8  \Victims, alleged perpetrator and perpetrator

St Catherine's understands that:

e Noteveryone that has been subjected to any form of abuse considers themselves a victim or would
want to be described in that way.

e We will be prepared to use any term that the child feels most comfortable with when managing an
incident should one occur

o We will be careful of the terminology used when discussing ‘alleged perpetrators’ or ‘perpetrators’
as in some cases, abusive behaviour can be harmful to the perpetrator too.

3. Supporting the child at risk

® We recognise that children who are abused or witness violence may find it difficult to develop a



sense of self-worth and to view the world as benevolent and meaningful. They may feel
helplessness, humiliation and some sense of self-blame.

St Catherine's may be the only stable, secure and predictable element in the lives of children at risk.
Nevertheless, when at St Catherine's their behaviour may be challenging and defiant or they may
be withdrawn.

Children may not feel ready or know how to tell someone they are being abused/exploited or
neglected and/or they might not recognise their experiences as harmful. Children may feel
embarrassed, humiliated or threatened due to their vulnerability, disability, sexual orientation
and/or language barriers. None of this will prevent our staff from having ‘professional curiosity’ and
speaking to the DSL if they have concerns.

We recognise that some children actually adopt abusive behaviours and that these children must
be referred on for appropriate support and intervention.

St Catherine's will endeavour to support the young person through:

a broad and balanced curriculum, where children are taught to recognise when they are at risk
and how to get help when they need it:

St Catherine's ethos, which promotes a positive, supportive and secure environment and gives
students a sense of being valued, which encourages self-esteem and motivation;

St Catherine's Positive Behaviour Policy which is aimed at supporting vulnerable young people.
All staff will apply a consistent approach, which focuses on the communicative function of the
behaviour the child is displaying but does not damage his/her sense of self-worth. St Catherine's
will endeavour to ensure that the young person knows that some behaviour is unacceptable but
they are still valued;

St Catherine's online safety policy includes a section on keeping children safe at St Catherine's
when using their own devices.

filtering and monitoring systems for the internet, to protect them from inappropriate content
when using the St Catherine’s network. However, many pupils are able to access the internet
using their own data plan:

e to minimise and monitor the risk of inappropriate use, the pupils’ own devices have an
app “Qustodio” that prevents pupils having inappropriate access to their network whilst
in the St Catherine's environment;

¢ residential and non-residential students must adhere to the appropriate internet use
policy and education in this area links with the residential homes boarding children
reside in;

liaison with other agencies which support the young person such as; Early Help, Children’s Services,
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, Youth Trust, Educational Psychology Service, Welfare
Services and the Local Authority;

a commitment to develop productive, supportive relationships with parents and carers, with
recognition that children living in a home environment where there is domestic abuse are in

need of support and protection;

vigilantly monitoring children’s welfare, keeping records and notifying Children’s Services
immediately if there is a recurrence of a concern.

Should an allegation of abuse be made against another student, the students involved will be kept
safe and separate whilst the procedures outlined in our Child Protection Policy 2026 are followed.
When ayoung person on the child protection register leaves, information will be transferred to the
new school immediately. The child review manager will also be informed.

3.1 Contextual Safeguarding/Assessment of risk outside the home

We recognise that safeguarding incidents and/or behaviours can be associated with factors outside St
Catherine's and /or can occur between children outside of St Catherine's. All staff, in particular the
Designated Safeguarding Lead, are asked to consider the context within which such incidents and/or
behaviours occur and whether children are at risk of abuse and/or exploitation in situations outside of their
families. As a school and college, we will always consider the various factors that can impact the life of any
pupil for whom we have concerns. We will consider all levels of influence that these factors may have on
their ability to be protected and remain free from harm. What life is like for our students outside of the
school/college gates, within the home, within the family and within the community, are key considerations
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for the DSL and wider safeguarding team when assessing any concerns.

This is recognised as contextual safeguarding, which simply means assessments of children consider
whether wider environmental factors are present in a child’s life that are a threat to their safety and/
or welfare. Such an approach enables any assessment to consider all the available evidence and the full
context of any concerns.

3.2 Child on child abuse, Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment

All staff should be aware that safeguarding issues can manifest themselves via child-on-child abuse.
understand the importance of challenging inappropriate behaviours between children that are
abusive in nature. Downplaying certain behaviours, for example dismissing sexual harassment as ‘just banter’,
‘just having a laugh’, ‘part of growing up’ or ‘boys being boys’ can lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviour, misogyny
and creates an unsafe environment.

Child on child abuse can involve, but is not limited to:
e bullying (including cyber-bullying, prejudice based and discriminatory bullying);
e sexualviolence and sexual assaults (which could be gender- or race-based);
e abuse in intimate personal relationships between children (sometimes known as ‘teenage relationship
abuse’)
e sexual harassment;
e physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling or otherwise causing

physical harm (this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or
encourages physical abuse)
the making or sharing of nudes and semi-nudes

serious physical assault and harm, or the threat of harm with a weapon
e initiation/hazing type violence and rituals.

St Catherine’s Bullying Policy provides guidance on bullying and all incidents of bullying will be reported and
managed through our anti-bullying procedures. Staff at St Catherine’s understand the importance of
recognising signs of child-on-child abuse and how to respond and report. Staff are aware that child on child
abuse is a safeguarding issue for both the victim and the alleged perpetrator. As well as knowing how to
respond to concerns, our staff also understand that child on child abuse is preventable. As well as knowing
how to recognise behaviours and indictors of risk early, staff know that timely, evidence-based support can
be key in preventing children from going on to commit abuse or violence.

St Catherine’s educates its students about healthy relationships, consent and bullying (including cyber-
bullying) through assemblies, PSHE, sex and relationships education and ICT lessons — so that children and
young people can recognise abuse and know they can seek help where child on child abuse is suspected.

If there is a risk of immediate serious harm, a referral will be made to the children’s social care team
immediately. Part 5 Keeping Children Safe in Education Sept 2026 guidance is about managing reports of
child-on-child sexual violence and sexual harassment.

"Hazing" refers to any activity expected of someone joining a group (or to maintain full status in a group)
that intentionally humiliates, degrades, causes embarrassment, ridicule or risks emotional and/or physical
harm, to members of a group/ gang or team regardless of the person's willingness to participate.

Harmful sexual behaviour (HSB)

The umbrella term ‘harmful sexual behaviour’ (HSB) applies to behaviour occurring online, face to face, or
both.
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Harmful sexual behaviour can occur between two or more children of any age and sex, from primary

school through to secondary age and into college. It can also occur through a group of children towards a
single child or towards another group of children. Harmful sexual behaviour exists on a continuum and

may escalate into sexual harassment or sexual violence. It can occur online or face to face (both physically
and verbally) and is never acceptable.

Child on Child Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence (SHSV) can occur between two children of any age
and sex from primary to secondary age and into college. Staff should be aware that some groups are
potentially more at risk. Evidence shows that girls, children with SEND and LGBTQ+ children are at greater
risk. We also recognise that both the ages and stages of the development of the children in our care
are critical factors in our approach to managing SHSV. Harmful sexual behaviour can also occur online
and/or face to face and can also occur simultaneously between the two young people. At St Catherine’s all
staff receive training about harmful sexual behaviours such as sexual harassment and sexual violence and
what to do if they have a concern. Our school and college have a zero-tolerance approach to SHSV; we are
clear that it is not acceptable. This includes any sharing of nude or semi-nude images, regardless of
whether they are consensual or non-consensual videos, sexual jokes, comments or taunting in person or
on social media. We will always challenge all behaviours that have a sexual nature to them and impose
appropriate levels of disciplinary action and support to all involved. Staff will remain vigilant and intervene
early to prevent any low-level behaviours becoming abusive experiences and fully support any students
that experience any form of trauma and/or abuse, ensuring they have access to appropriate support. We
recognise the escalatory nature of misogyny and the benefits of early identification to support our approach
to minimising the risk of HSB, sexual harassment and sexual violence.

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are three times more likely to be abused
than their peers - (Legislation.gov.uk). Additional barriers can sometimes exist when recognising abuse in
SEND children. These can include:

e assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, mood and injury relate to the
child’s disability without further exploration;

® being more prone to peer group isolation than other children;

e the potential for children with SEND being disproportionately impacted by behaviours such as

bullying and harassment, without outwardly showing any signs; and
e difficulties may arise in overcoming communication barriers.

At St Catherine’s, we classify our pupils as those who might need more support to be kept safe or to keep
themselves safe, since all students have SEND.

Sexual Violence is referring to sexual offences such as;

rape

assault by penetration (including with an object)

sexual assault.

Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent

Sexual Harassment

The guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (updated September 2026) states that: “When referring
to sexual harassment we mean ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature” which can occur both online and
offline. When we reference sexual harassment, we do so in the context of child-on-child sexual harassment.
Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child’s dignity, and/or make them feel intimidated, degraded or
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humiliated and/or create a hostile, offensive or sexualised environment.

Whilst not intended to be an exhaustive list, sexual harassment can include:

® sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making sexual remarks
about clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised names;

® sexual “jokes” or taunting;

® physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing against someone, interfering with someone’s
clothes and displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual nature; grabbing genitalia, bottoms
and breasts; pulling down trousers, flicking bras, lifting up skirts and pulling down tops
displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual nature
online sexual harassment. This may be standalone, or part of a wider pattern of sexual harassment
and/or sexual violence. It may include:

o consensual and non-consensual making or sharing of nudes and semi nudes and videos in
cases of “sexting”.

Sharing of unwanted explicit content

sexualised online bullying;

unwanted sexual comments and messages, including, on social media;
sexual exploitation; coercion and threats, and

coercing others into sharing images of themselves or performing acts they are not comfortable
with online

O O O O O

St Catherine’s safeguarding procedures will also be taken into consideration when the alleged perpetrator
is part of the St Catherine's community that he/she should also be provided with safeguarding support as
appropriate. The DSL will always take the lead role in these situations.

33 Up Skirting, Voyeurism (Offences) Act 2019 which criminalise the act of ‘up skirting’ (KCSIE
2026)

® The Criminal Prosecution Service (CPS) defines up skirting as a colloquial term referring to the action of
placing equipment, such as a camera or mobile phone, beneath a person’s clothing without the person’s
consent to do so and with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks in order to obtain sexual
gratification, or to cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm.

® |t is not only confined to victims wearing skirts or dresses it equally applies when men or women are
wearing kilts, cassocks, shorts and trousers.

® |t is often performed in crowded public places, for example on public transport or at music festivals,
which can make it difficult to notice offenders.

If staff become aware that up skirting has occurred, this will be treated as a sexual offence and reported
accordingly to the DSL and onwards to the police, if appropriate.

3.4 Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

The statutory guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (updated September 2026) states that:
CCE is where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control,
manipulate or deceive a child into criminal activity;

e in exchange for something the victim needs or wants;

e forthe financial or other advantage of the perpetrator or facilitator;
e through violence or the threat of violence.

The victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. CCE does not always
involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.
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CCE can include children being forced to work in cannabis factories, being coerced into moving drugs or money
across the country (county lines), forced to shoplift or pickpocket, or to threaten other younger people.

Some of the following can be indicators of CCE:
® children who appear with unexplained gifts, money or new possessions could be an indicator that a child has
been approached by, or are involved with individuals associated with criminal networks or gangs and may be
at risk of criminal exploitation
children who associate with other young people involved in exploitation;
children who suffer with changes in emotional well-being;
children who misuse drugs and alcohol;
children who go missing for periods of time or regularly come home late;
children who regularly miss school/college or education or do not take part in education.

County Lines. Criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable adults

County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs
using dedicated mobile phone lines or other forms of ‘deal line’. This activity can happen locally as well as cross
the UK — no specified distance of travel is required. Children and vulnerable adults are exploited to move, store
and sell drugs and money. Offenders will use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and
weapons to ensure compliance of victims. Children can be targeted and recruited into county lines in a number
of locations, including schools. Children are also being increasingly targeted online via social media. They can
easily become trapped by this type of exploitation as county lines gangs and manufacture drug debts which need
to be worked off or threaten serios violence and kidnap towards victims, and their families if they attempt to
leave the network.

St Catherine’s recognises that some of the indicators of county lines involvement and exploitation
are:

persistently going missing from school/college or home and/or being found out-of-area;
unexplained acquisition of money, clothes or mobile phones;
excessive receipt of texts/phone calls;

relationships with controlling/older individuals or groups;
leaving home/care without explanation;

suspicion of physical assault/unexplained injuries;

parental concerns;

carrying weapons;

significant decline in school/college results/performance;

gang association or isolation from peers or social networks; and
self-harm or significant changes in emotional well-being.

In such circumstances, St Catherine’s staff will act in accordance with the procedures set down by the Isle
of Wight Safeguarding Children Partnership (IOWSCP) which shares this information with local authority
social care services. If there is a risk of immediate serious harm to a child, a referral will be made to the
police immediately.

3.5 Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

The statutory guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (updated September 2026) states that: “Child
sexual exploitation” [CSE] is a form of sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes advantage
of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into
sexual activity:

e in exchange for something the victim needs or wants; or
e forthefinancial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator.
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The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. CSE does not
always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.

Indicators of child sexual exploitation may include;
® acquisition of money, clothes, mobile phones, without plausible explanation;
gang-association and/or isolation from peers/social networks;
exclusion or unexplained absences from school or college;
leaving home/care without explanation and persistently going missing or returning late;
excessive receipt of texts and phone calls;
returning home under the influence of drugs/alcohol;
inappropriate sexualised behaviour for age/sexually transmitted infections;
evidence of/suspicions of physical or sexual assault;
relationships with controlling or significantly older individuals or groups;
multiple callers (unknown adults or peers)
frequenting areas known for sex work;
concerning use of internet or other social media;
increasing secretiveness around behaviours;
self-harm or significant changes in emotional well-being.

Potential vulnerabilities include:
e havinga prior experience of neglect, physical and/or sexual abuse;
e lack of asafe/stable home environment, now or in the past (domestic abuse or parental
substance misuse, mental health issues or criminality);
recent bereavement or loss;
social isolation or social difficulties;
absence of a safe environment to explore sexuality;
economic vulnerability;
homelessness or insecure accommodation status;
connections with other children and young people who are being sexually exploited,;
family members or other connections involved in adult sex work;
having a physical or learning disability;
being in residential care; and
sexual identity.

This information can be found in: Child sexual exploitation: definition and a guide for practitioners
(DfE 2017).

CSE can affect any child or young person (male or female) under 18 years, including 16- and 17-year-olds who
can legally consent to have sex. It can include both contact (penetrative and non-penetrative acts) and non-
contact sexual activity and may occur without the child or young person’s immediate knowledge e.g.
through others copying videos or images they have created and posted on social media.

The above CCE indicators can also be indicators of children who have older girl/boyfriends.

St Catherine’s believes that all young people should be kept safe from harm and that we will be vigilant for
any signs of CSE and take action as appropriate with the DSL initiating local safeguarding procedures,
including referral to the local authority’s children’s social care team and the police.

Staff need to understand that:

e achild underthe age of 13 is not legally capable of consenting to sex or any other type of sexual
touching;

e sexual activity with a child under 16 is an offence;
® non-consensual sex is rape whatever the age of the victim; and
e consent cannot be given, even where a young person may believe due to their age being 16 or over
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are voluntarily engaging in sexual activity with the person who is exploiting them.

3.6 Child who are absent from education

e The statutory guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (updated September 2026) states that:
“Children being absent from education, particularly repeatedly and/or for long periods, and children

missing education can act as a vital warning sign of a range of safequarding possibilities.” This may
include a potential indicator of abuse, neglect, radicalisation as well as child sexual and criminal
exploitation, particularly county lines. It may indicate mental health problems, risk of substance
misuse, risk of travelling to conflict zones, risk of female genital mutilation, honour or faith based
abuse or risk of forced marriage. Early intervention is essential to identify the existence of any
underlying safeguarding issue and to help prevent the risks of a child gong missing in the future. St
Catherine's staff should follow their procedures for unauthorised absence and for dealing with
children that go missing from education.
St Catherine’s applies a proactive approach to supporting students who are repeatedly absent
and/or deliberately missing education to identify barriers and potential risks and prevent them from
becoming child missing in education in the future.

e In addition to the guidance above, St Catherine’s will also have due regard to the non-statutory
advice for schools set out in ‘Children missing education — Statutory guidance for local authorities’
(DfE, September 2025). St Catherine’s will inform the appropriate local authority of any student
who is going to be added to or deleted from the admission register at a non-standard transition
point. In line with its school attendance procedures, St Catherine’s has procedures in place to
monitor attendance carefully and address poor or irregular attendance without delay. We will
always follow up with parents/carers when pupils are not at school/college this is carried out by our
family liaison officer or the St Catherine's nurses. St Catherine's has at least 2 contact numbers for
parents/carers.

In response to the guidance in Keeping Children Safe in Education (2026) St Catherine's has;
o staff who understand what to do when children do not attend regularly;
® appropriate policies, procedures and responses for pupils who go missing from education
(especially on repeat occasions);
e staff who know the signs and triggers for travelling to conflict zones, FGM and forced
marriage;
® procedures to inform the local authority when we plan to take pupils off role when they: -

leave St Catherine's to be home educated;
move away from St Catherine's location;
remain medically unfit beyond compulsory school age;

are in custody for four months or more (and will not return to school
afterwards); or

O O O O

O

are permanently excluded.

We will ensure that pupils who are expected to attend St Catherine's, but fail to take up the place will be
referred to the local authority.

When a pupil leaves St Catherine's, we will record the name of the pupil’s new school and their expected
start date.

Consideration will always be given to missing lessons, single missing days and continuing missing days. Absence
will always be viewed as both a safeguarding issue and an educational outcomes issue and steps will be taken
to support both.
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3.7  Missing, Exploited and Trafficked Children (MET)

Within Hampshire and the Isle of Wight the acronym MET is used to identify all children who are missing; believed
to be at risk of or are being exploited; or who are at risk of or are being trafficked. Given the close links between
these issues, there has been a considered response to view them as potentially linked, so that crossover is not
missed. At St Catherine’s, any concerns that a child is at risk of or being exposed to being MET will be escalated
to the appropriate organisations, students will be supported and multi-agency links will be robust.

3.8 Preventing Radicalisation and Extremism. Prevent Duty. Children at risk of being drawn into
terrorism.

St Catherine’s accepts its duty under section 26 of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (the CTSA
2015) regarding the need to prevent young people from being drawn into terrorism. This duty is known as
the Prevent Duty. The Prevent Duty 2023 outlines a need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism,
becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism.

Children may be susceptible to radicalisation into terrorism. Protecting children from this risk forms part of
our safeguarding duty alike protection from any other form of harm or risk.

Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths or beliefs.

Radicalisation is the process of a person legitimating support for, or use of, terrorist activity.

Terrorism is an action that endangers or causes serious violence to \ person/people; it causes serious damage to
property; or seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. The use or threat must be designed to influence
the government or to intimidate the pubic and is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or
ideological cause.

Staff training will highlight the need to be vigilant to the threat of radicalisation
St Catherine’s will be vigilant in identifying any young person who may be vulnerable to
radicalisation and will take steps to protect them. Any unusual activity or changes to a student’s
behaviour will be noted and reported to a senior member of staff. The Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL) who has received training on the Prevent Duty and will decide on the appropriate
course of action in line with this policy. A risk assessment will be carried out. If there is a serious
concern about a student then a referral to the Channel programme will be considered. Staff at St
Catherine’s receive training to understand and raise concerns around identifying any signs that a
child may be being radicalised. There is no single way of identifying whether a child is likely to be
susceptible to an extremist ideology. Background factors combined with specific influences such
as family and friends may contribute to a child’s vulnerability. Similarly, radicalisation and the
grooming of children can occur through a variety of methods, such as the internet and social
media. A part of the preventative approach resilience to radicalisation is built through the
promotion of fundamental British values in various curriculum areas at St Catherine’s.

e Channel is a programme which focuses on providing support at an early stage to people who are
identified as being vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism.

e Students will be given information on a regular basis and in various formats about keeping
themselves safe in the real world and on-line. This will include, but not be limited to, assemblies,
PSHE lessons, ICT lessons, Social Interaction lessons and individual sessions with staff/students.
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e Through the curriculum, students will be given an understanding of what fundamental British
values are.

e The internet will have effective filtering systems to reduce the risk of inappropriate material being
available to students. Their use of the internet will be monitored and any searches which indicate
a potential threat to a young person will be highlighted. Staff will also manage pupils’ use of their
own devices whilst in school or college.

e Should a person at St Catherine’s be identified as being involved in terrorist-related activity, the
police will be informed.

® Recognising Extremism may include: -
o showing sympathy for extremist causes;

making remarks or comments about being at extremist events or rallies;
evidence of possessing illegal or extremist literature;
glorifying violence, especially to other faiths or cultures;

evidence of possessing illegal or extremist literature;
advocating messages similar to illegal organisations or other extremist groups;

O O O O O

out of character changes in dress, behaviour and peer relationships (but there are also
very powerful narratives, programmes and networks that young people can come across
online so involvement with particular groups may not be apparent);

secretive behaviour;

online searches or sharing extremist messages or social profiles;

intolerance of difference, including faith, culture, gender, race or sexuality;

graffiti, art work or writing that displays extremist themes;

attempts to impose extremist views or practices on others;

verbalising anti-Western or anti-British views;

0O O O O O O ©O

advocating violence towards others.

3.9 Perplexing presentations (PP)/ Fabricated or Induced lliness (Fl)

Perplexing Presentations (PP) has been introduced to describe those situations where there are indicators of
possible FI which have not caused or brought on any significant harm. It is important to highlight any potential
discrepancies between reports, presentation of the child and independent observations of the child. What is key
to note are implausible descriptions and/or unexplained finding and/or parental behaviour.

FI - St Catherine’s acknowledges this rare form of child abuse, which may include parents/carers fabricating
signs and symptoms of illness, falsifying medical records, letters or documents, or inducing illness.

St Catherine’s recognises that the following may be signs of such abuse:

e frequent and unexplained absences from school or college, particularly from PE lessons;
® regular absences for doctor’s or hospital appointments;

® repeated claims by parent(s) that a child is frequently unwell and that s/he requires medical
attention for symptoms which, when described, are vague in nature, difficult to diagnose and which
staff have not themselves noticed (e.g. headaches, tummy aches, dizzy spells); and

e frequent contact with opticians and/or dentists or referrals for second opinions.
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In such circumstances, St Catherine’s staff will act in accordance with the procedures set down by the
IOWSCP and refrain from conducting their own enquiries. If there is a risk of immediate serious harm to a
child, a referral will be made to children’s social care immediately.

3.10 Honour or Faith-based abuse (HBA)

Honour or faith-based abuse (HBA) encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed to protect or
defend the honour of the family and/or community, including female genital mutilation (FGM), forced marriage
and practices such as breast ironing. Abuse committed in the context of preserving honour often involves a
wider network of family or community pressure and can include multiple perpetrators. It is important that staff
are aware of this dynamic and additional risk factors when deciding what form of safeguarding action to take. All
forms of HBA are abuse (regardless of the motivation) and should be handled and escalated as such. School staff
need to be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBA or having already suffered HBA.

St Catherine’s standard child safeguarding procedures will apply in all cases where abuse or neglect is
suspected, including those which may be linked to particular belief systems. If there is a risk of immediate
serious harm to a child, a referral will be made to children’s social care and the police immediately.

3.11 Forced Marriage

Forcing a person into a marriage is a crime in England and Wales. A forced marriage is one entered into
without the full and free consent of one or both parties and where violence, threats or any other form of
coercion are used to cause a person to enter into a marriage. Threats can be physical or emotional and
psychological. A lack of full and free consent can be where a person does not consent or where they cannot
consent (if they have learning disabilities, for example). Nevertheless, some perpetrators use perceived
cultural practices as a way to coerce a person into marriage. Schools and colleges can play an important role
in safeguarding children from forced marriage.

It is important that all members of staff recognise the presenting symptoms, how to respond if there are
concerns and where to turn for advice.

Advice and help can be obtained nationally through the Forced Marriage unit and locally through the police
safeguarding team and children’s social care. Policies and practices in St Catherine's reflect the fact that all
members of staff including teachers have important responsibilities with regards to pupils who may be at
risk of forced marriages including following procedure if they have concerns.

Since February 2023, it has been a crime to carry out any conduct whose purpose is to cause a child to marry
before their 18th birthday, even if violence, threats or any other forms of coercion are not used. As with
the existing forced marriage law, this applies to non-binding, unofficial ‘marriages’ as well as legal marriages.

3.12 Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures involving partial or total removal of the external
female genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs. It is illegal in the UK and a form of child abuse
with long-lasting harmful consequences. It affects girls particularly from North African countries, including
Egypt, Sudan, Somalia and Sierra Leone. Although it is believed by many to be a religious issue, it is a cultural
practice. There are no health benefits and it interferes with the natural function of girls and women’s bodies.

St Catherine’s believes that all young people should be kept safe from harm. St Catherine’s School and
College will always be vigilant to any signs of FGM and take action as appropriate. Section 5B of the Female
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Genital Mutilation Act 2003 (as inserted by section 74 of the Serious Crime Act 2015) places a statutory duty
upon teachers along with regulated health and social care professionals in England and Wales, to report to
the police where they discover (either through disclosure by the victim or visual evidence) that FGM appears

to have been carried out on a girl under 18. It is mandatory for teachers to report known cases of FGM to
the police. In these situations, the DSL and/or Principal will be informed and the member of teaching staff
must call the police to report suspicion that FGM has occurred. For cases where it is believed that a girl may
be vulnerable to FGM or there is a concern that she may be facing FGM, the staff will inform the DSL who
will report it to the police.

St Catherine’s will be particularly vigilant for any of the following risk factors:

low level of integration into UK society;

mother or sister who has undergone FGM;

girls who are withdrawn from PSHE;

a visiting female elder from the country of origin;

being taken on a long holiday to the family’s country of origin;
talk about a ‘special’ event or procedure to ‘become awoman’.

St Catherine’s will be particularly vigilant for any of the following symptoms of FGM:

difficulty walking, sitting or standing;

spending longer than normal in the bathroom or toilet;

unusual behaviour after a lengthy absence;

reluctance to undergo normal medical examinations;

asking for help, but not being explicit about the problem due to embarrassment or fear

3.13 Modern Slavery
Modern slavery encompasses exploitation, including sexual exploitation, criminal financial exploitation, human

trafficking and slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour.

Slavery is an illegal practice that still continues today. Students may be at risk and therefore staff need to be

vigilant.

Modern slavery takes a number of forms such as:

being forced to work - through mental or physical threat;

being owned or controlled by an 'employer', usually through mental or physical abuse or the threat
of abuse;

being dehumanised, treated as a commodity or bought and sold as 'property’;

being physically constrained or having restrictions placed on their freedom of
movement.

The National Referral Mechanism is the system used within the UK to support potential victims of
exploitation and modern slavery. Staff will be aware of importance of recognising the indicators

and report this immediately to the DSL.

3.14

Gangs, youth and serious violence

Home Office advice defines gangs as, “a relatively durable, predominantly street-based groups of young people

who: see themselves (and are seen by others) as a discernible group,; engage in criminal activity and violence; lay

claim over territory; have some form of identifiable structural feature; and are in conflict with other, similar

gangs.”

Gangs and knife crime;

Itis illegal to carry any knife, including folding knives in a public place even if it belongs to someone else, if

there is intent to use it as a weapon.
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3.14.1 St Catherine’s recognises that the early warning signs of gang involvement or youth violence
include aggression, truancy and substance use.

3.14.2 Should St Catherine’s be affected by gang and youth violence, staff will work with the local police
and appropriate community safety partners to develop an effective approach which might include:

mentoring programmes; bullying prevention; improving social skills and resilience; involving
parents; and/or cognitive behavioural therapy. Further advice can be found on the Safe4dme
website.

Serious violence is a continuing safeguarding concern. It may involve physical assault, carrying, threatening or
using weapons often in the context of peer conflict or bullying, and it can also be associated with criminal
exploitation.

Staff at St Catherine’s understand that they should report any concerns about a child carrying a weapon (or
expressing an intent to do so) to the DSL (or deputy). The DSL should assess the risk to both the individual
student and others in the school, considering wider information or concerns and take appropriate action.
Depending on risk, they will put into place a safety and support plan and where relevant, consider action to
de-escalate peer conflict.

We recognise that schools play a key role in protecting children from violence, safeguarding victims as well as
those who may be at risk of, or are involved in committing violence (who may also be victims themselves).
Staff will be alert to signs that a student may be at risk of or involved in serious violence. These risks are higher
for children with disrupted education or a history of offending, We will be alert of when students may be at
the highest risk around the school day (for example, immediately after school.

3.15 Gender-based violence / Violence against women and girls

http://gov.uk/government/policies/violence-against-women-and-girls

The Government has a strategy looking at specific issues facing women and girls. Within the context of this
safeguarding policy the following sections are how we respond to violence against girls; female genital
mutilation (FGM), forced marriage, honour-based violence and teenage relationship abuse all fall under this
strategy. In addition to this, the Home Office advice states that these terms cover a number of other offences
including domestic abuse, stalking and sexual assault.

St Catherine’s educates its students about healthy relationships and consent so that children and young
people recognise abuse and know they can seek help.

If there is a risk of immediate serious harm, the police will be called otherwise a referral will be made to
social care.

3.16 Teenage relationship abuse

Relationship abuse can take place at any age and describes unacceptable behaviour between two people that
are in a relationship. Research has shown that teenagers do not always understand what may constitute abusive
and controlling behaviour, such as, checking someone’s phone, telling them what to wear, who they can and
cannot speak to or coercing them into activities they are not comfortable with. At St Catherine’s we fully
recognise that students who have SEND are at an increased risk of vulnerability as they navigate through
teenage relationships. This lack of understanding can lead to these abusive behaviours feeling normal and
therefore left unchallenged. At St Catherine’s we provide education and therapeutic support to help prevent
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our students becoming victims and perpetrators by understanding and thinking about their behaviours, the
behaviour of others and their understanding of consent. This forms part of our PSHE and Sex and Relationship
Education (SRE) curriculum.

3.17 Mate crime

Although there is no statutory definition of mate crime in UK law, the term is generally understood to refer
to the befriending of individuals, who are perceived by perpetrators to be vulnerable, for the purposes of
taking advantage of, exploiting and/or abusing them.

St Catherine’s recognises that mate crime:

- can be associated strongly, but not exclusively, with individuals with a learning disability,
learning difficulties or mental health conditions;

- involves additional and complex issues to understand which sometimes resonate with cases of
domestic abuse; and

- perpetrators are likely to be perceived as close friends, carers or family members and will use
this relationship for exploitation.

St Catherine’s recognises further that:
- anindividual experiencing mate crime can sometimes be unaware of any hidden motives;

- individuals with a learning disability, learning difficulties or mental health conditions may have
less control and ability to develop and maintain friendships and this can lead to an acceptance of
unequal relationships; and

- and the relationship is likely to be of some duration and, if unchecked, may lead to a pattern of
repeat and worsening abuse.

Additionally, St Catherine’s acknowledges that the following features of mate crime can provide
significant challenges to recognising and providing support for victims:

- social isolation;

- lack of support from agencies;

- fear of reporting;

- perpetrators’ use of threats to control victims;

- accusations of sexual misconduct; and

- lack of recognition of requests for help.

St Catherine’s recognises that perpetrators of mate crime may try to exploit the following forms of
abuse:

- financial abuse (lending or stealing money or exploiting labour);

- physical abuse (exerting force to control the individual);

- emotional abuse (manipulating or misleading the victim, making them feel worthless);

- sexual abuse (coercing the victim into prostitution or exploiting them sexually); and/or

- criminal exploitation (coercing or grooming the victim to commit criminal offences).

St Catherine’s recognises that some of the indicators the victims of mate crime may display are:
- noticeable changes in behaviour;

- unexplained injuries;

- bills not being paid and/or sudden loss of assets;

- weight loss;

- isolation from usual contacts;



- withdrawal from services;
- changes in behaviour and/or mood; and/or
- changes in friends or noticeable forms of control.

In such circumstances, St Catherine’s staff will act in accordance with the procedures set down by the
IOWSCP and share this information with local authority social care services. If there is a risk of immediate
serious harm to a child, a referral will be made to the police immediately.

In addition, St Catherine’s recognises that, in many situations, mate crime will be an example of disability
hate crime and will be reported to the police as such.

3.18 ‘Hate Crime’

Hate crime is when a person, or group of people, bullies or hurts someone because they do not like who
they are. This can be a crime or harassment, which is perceived to be motivated by malice, or ill will, towards
a social group, by the victim or any other person. This can take many forms:

® on-line abuse;

® |etters;

® verbal abuse; and/or

® physical abuse.

The attacker could be any age or anyone - a stranger, a parent, a carer, a friend or a neighbour. Hate crimes
are any crimes that are targeted at a person because of hostility or prejudice towards that person’s:

e disability;

race or ethnicity;

religion or belief;

sexual orientation; and/or

transgender identity.

St Catherine’s recognises that some of the indicators the victims of hate crime may display are those that
are the same as mate crime:

noticeable changes in behaviour;

unexplained injuries;

bills not being paid and/or sudden loss of assets;

weight loss;

isolation from usual contacts;

withdrawal from services;

changes in behaviour and/or mood; and/or

changes in friends or noticeable forms of control.

Hate crime will be reported to the police.

3.19 Drug use

If it has been reported to us that a young person is believed to have illegal drugs on their person or concealed
within the school/college environment, St Catherine's will contact the police for advice and support. St
Catherine's will also action child protection procedures when there is evidence or reasonable cause:

® to believe the young person’s drug misuse may cause him/her to be vulnerable to other abuse such as
sexual abuse, CSE, CCE;

® to believe the young person’s drug-related behaviour is a result of abusing or endangering pressure or
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incentives from others, particularly adults; such as County Lines and Child Sexual Exploitation;
® where the misuse is suspected of being prompted by serious parent/carer drug misuse.

The DfE Searching, Screening and Confiscation guidelines (July 2022) will be followed if it becomes necessary
to carry out a search for the illegal drugs.

The Trigger Trio

The term ‘Trigger Trio’ has replaced the previous phrase ‘Toxic Trio’ which was used to describe the issues of
domestic violence, mental ill-health and substance misuse which have been identified as common features of
families where harm to adults and children has occurred. The Trigger Trio are viewed as indicators of increased
risk of harm to children and young people. These factors will have a contextual impact on the safeguarding of
children and young people.

3.20 Domestic Abuse including coercive control

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 received Royal Assent on the 29" of April 2021. The Act introduces the first ever
statutory definition of domestic abuse and recognises the impact of domestic abuse on children, as victims in
their own right, if they see, hear or experience the effects of abuse. The statutory definition of domestic abuse,
based on the previous cross-government definition ensures that different types of relationships are captured,
including ex-partners and family members. The definition captures a range of different abusive behaviours,
including physical, emotional and economic abuse and coercive and controlling behaviour.

Types of domestic abuse include intimate partner violence, abuse by family members, teenage relationship
abuse and child to parent or care giver abuse. Anyone can be a victim of domestic abuse, regardless of sexual
identity, age, ethnicity, socio-economic status, sexuality or background and domestic abuse can take place
inside or outside of the home. St Catherine’s staff recognise that experiencing domestic abuse can have a
serious, long-lasting emotional and psychological impact on children so will vigilant to indicators this may be
occurring. Young people can also experience domestic abuse within their own intimate relationships.

Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence or abuse
between those aged 16 or over who are, or have been, intimate partners or family members regardless of
gender or sexuality. The abuse can encompass, but is not limited to, emotional, physical, sexual, financial or
psychological, such as;

kicking, hitting, punching or cutting;

rape (including in a relationship);

controlling someone's finances by withholding money or stopping someone earning;

controlling behaviour, like telling someone where they can go and what they can wear;

not letting someone leave the house;

reading emails, text messages or letters;

threatening to kill someone or harm them;

threatening to another family member or pet;

exposure to domestic abuse and /or violence can have serious, long lasting emotional and

psychological impact on children.

® Extra-familial harms may also include sexual harassment and domestic abuse in their own intimate
teenage relationships

NSPCC-UK domestic - abuse Signs and Symptoms that a child has witnessed domestic abuse can include:

® aggression or bullying;
® anti-social behaviour, like vandalism;
® anxiety, depression or suicidal thoughts;
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attention seeking;

bed-wetting, nightmares or insomnia;

constant or regular sickness, like colds, headaches and mouth ulcers;
drug or alcohol use;

eating disorders;

problems in school or trouble learning;

tantrums; and

withdrawal

All children can witness and be adversely affected by abuse in the context of their home life where domestic
abuse occurs between family members. Witnessing domestic abuse can have both a profound and lasting
effect on children and they can be both victims and perpetrators in their own relationships too. Abuse can
include ill treatment that is not physical and witnessing the ill treatment such as domestic abuse can
adversely affect children.

Coercive control, the use of control and coercion in relationships is a form of domestic abuse and, since
December 2015, a criminal offence.

Controlling and coercive behaviour is outlined in Government guidance issued under section 77 of the

Serious Crime Act 2015 as part of the Government’s non-statutory definition of domestic violence and

abuse. It is described as:

® a range of acts designed to make a person subordinate and/or dependent by isolating them from
sources of support, exploiting their resources and capacities for personal gain;

® depriving them of the means needed for independence, resistance and escape and regulating their
everyday behaviour;

® anactora pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and intimidation or other abuse that is used
to harm, punish, or frighten their victim;

® Coercive control is a form of abuse that involves multiple behaviours and tactics which reinforce each
other and are used to isolate, manipulate and regulate the victim. This pattern of abuse creates high
levels of anxiety and fear. This has a significant impact on children and young people, both directly, as
victims in their own right, and indirectly due to the impact the abuse has on the non-abusive parent.
Children may also be forced to participate in controlling or coercive behaviour towards the parent who
is being abused;

® In some cases, a child may blame themselves for the abuse or for when the family has had to leave the
family home as a result.

(Working Together to Safeguard Children Dec 2023)

Operation Encompass

Operation Encompass is an information-sharing scheme between the police and relevant education settings
operating in all police forces across England and Wales. In November 2025, a new statutory duty was placed on
the police to notify a child’s education setting, and where relevant, local authorities if they have reasonable
grounds to believe a child may be the victim of domestic abuse. This includes all children connected to a
household where they have attended a domestic abuse incident; children who were physically present at the
incident or were not and in situations where a child may reside in another household either temporarily or
permanently. St Catherine’s recognises that we are a consistent form of support for students, particular those
living in slated or rural communities. We will uphold our duty to obtain timely information to enable immediate
support is put into place according to the child’s needs.
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3.21 Parental substance misuse

Substance misuse applies to the misuse of alcohol as well as ‘problem drug use’, defined by the Advisory Council
on the Misuse of Drugs as drug use which has ‘a serious negative consequence of a physical, psychological, social
and interpersonal, financial or legal nature for users and those around them’.

Parental substance misuse of drugs or alcohol becomes relevant to child protection when substance misuse and
personal circumstances indicate that their parenting capacity is likely to be seriously impaired or that undue
caring responsibilities are likely to be falling on a child in the family.

For children, the impact of parental substance misuse can include:
- Inadequate food, heat and clothing for children (family finances used to fund adults’ dependency)
- Lack of engagement or interest from parents in their development, education or wellbeing
- Behavioural difficulties — inappropriate display of sexual and/or aggressive behaviour
- Bullying (including due to poor physical appearance)
- Isolation —finding it hard to socialise, make friends or invite friends to their home
- Tiredness or lack of concentration
- Child talking of or bringing onto school drugs or related paraphernalia
- Injuries/accidents (due to inadequate adult supervision)
- Takingona caring role
- Continued poor academic performance including difficulties completing homework on time
- Poor attendance/late arrival

These behaviours themselves do not indicate that a child’s parents are misusing substances but should be
considered as indicators that this may be the case. If staff at St Catherine’s believe that a child is living with
parental substance misuse, this will be reported to the DSL.

3.22 Parental mental health

The term ‘poor mental health’ is used to cover a wide range of conditions. Parental mental illness does not
necessarily have an adverse impact on a child’s developmental needs, but it is essential to always assess its
implications for each child in the family. It is essential to always assess its implications for each child in the family.
It is essential that the diagnosis of a parent/carers mental health is not seen as defining the level of risk. Similarly,
the absence of a diagnosis does not equate to there being little or no risk. For children, the impact of poor
parental mental health can include:

- The parent/carer’s needs or illnesses taking precedence over the child needs

- Thechild’s physical and emotional needs being neglected

- The child acting as a young carer for a parent or sibling

- Thechild having restricted social and recreational activities

- The child finding it difficult to concentrate, potentially having an impact one educational achievement

- The child missing school/college regularly and they are kept at home as a companion/support for the
parent

- The child adopting paranoid or suspicious behaviour as they believe their parent’s delusions
- Witnessing self-harming behaviour and suicide attempts
- Obsessional compulsive behaviours involving the child

If staff become aware of any of the above indicators, or others that suggest a child is suffering due to mental
health, the information will be shared with the DSL.
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3.23Young Carers

As many as 1 in 12 children and young people provide care for another person. This could be a parent, a relative

or a sibling and for varying different reasons including disability, mental health needs or adults who are misusing

drugs or alcohol. Pupils who provide care for another are Young Carers. These young people can miss out on

opportunities and the requirement to provide care can impact on school/college attendance or punctuality, limit
time for homework, desire activities and social time. St Catherine’s recognises the need to be alert to the needs
of young carers, recognising that caring responsibilities can impact on their attendance, attainment, behaviour

and wellbeing. Early identification is essential to ensure young carers receive support at the right time and by the

appropriate services including additional support for external partners or the local authority and health services.

3.24 Child Mental Health

St Catherine’s understand the important role we have in supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our
students. Staff will be aware that mental health problems can, in some cases develop into safeguarding

concerns. This could include self-harm, signs of an eating disorder, social ideation or suicide. They could also be

an indicator that a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or exploitation.

Only appropriately trained professionals should attempt to make a diagnosis of a mental health problem.
Staff, however, are well placed to observe children day-to-day and identify those whose behaviour suggests
that they may be experiencing a mental health problem or be at risk of developing one. We recognise the
important role education staff have to pay and support the fulfillment of 4 key roles:

® Promoting good mental wellbeing and preventing the onset of mental illness

® Observing students and identifying early those who may be experiencing mental health
problems or being at risk of developing one

® Ensuring targeted support is provided, and

® Liaison with/referral to specialist service where needed

St Catherine’s have:

® as a school/college recognised the importance of being vigilant and have a dedicated team of trained
mental health first aiders to ensure children know that there are adults in the school/college whom
they can approach if they are worried or in difficulty and;

® adedicated, integrated mental health team available for all students for mental health talking, art and
movement therapy and a process in place for internal referral that all staff are aware of

® aprocessin place to make referrals to and work with external professionals such as local bereavement
services, Barnardo’s, Youth Trust and CAMHS
® andanactive approach in finding opportunities to teach and support good mental health and wellbeing.

Where children have suffered abuse and neglect, or other potentially traumatic adverse childhood
experiences, this can have a lasting impact throughout childhood, adolescence and into adulthood. It is key
that staff are aware of how these children’s experiences can impact on their mental health, behaviour and
education. At St Catherine’s we recognise and monitor the balance between the risk and protective factor
is most likely to be disrupted when difficult events happen in pupils' lives such as loss or separation, life
changes and traumatic events.

If staff have a mental health concern about a child that is also a safeguarding concern, immediate action
should be taken, following our child protection policy and speaking to the Designated Safeguarding and
Mental Health Leads (KCSIE Sept 2026). Where support is needed, the Designated Safeguarding Lead will
consider whether to inform parents or carers to support the child’ wellbeing, were doing so will not place
the child at additional risk. Our mental health lead and wider team support our setting to embed our whole
school approach to mental health and wellbeing.
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3.25 Other specific safeguarding issues
Homelessness

Being homeless or being at risk of being homeless presents a real risk to a child’s welfare. The Designated
Safeguarding Lead (or deputies) are aware of the contact details and referral routes into our local housing authority
so that we may raise or progress concerns at the earliest opportunity. Contact should also be made with children’s
services if there is a risk of serious harm to a child.

Indicators that a family may be at risk of homelessness include household debt, rent arrears, domestic abuse
and anti-social behaviour, as well as a family being asked to leave a property.

We will consider homelessness in the context of the children who live with their families and
intervention will be on that basis. We also recognise that in some cases 16 and 17 years olds could
be living independently from their parents or guardians will require a different level of intervention.
The DSL will ensure appropriate referral are made based on the child’s circumstances. The
Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 placed a legal duty on English councils so that everyone who is
homeless or at risk of homelessness will have access to meaningful help, including an assessment of
their needs and circumstances, the development of a personalised housing plan and work to help
them remain in their accommodation or find a new place to live.

The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act placed a new duty on local housing authorities to notify educational
institutions when a child is placed in temporary accommodation. This notification will enable us as a setting
to safeguarding and promote the welfare of these children at the earliest opportunity and support them to
improve their outcomes.

Children and the Court System

Children are sometimes required to give evidence in criminal crimes, either for crime committed against them
or for crimes they have witnessed. The NSPCC provides age-appropriate guides to support conversations with
children facing this and St Catherine’s will adapt these for use, where appropriate.

Children with Family Members in Prison

Children who have a parent in prison are at risk of poor outcomes as a result of poverty, stigma, isolation and poor
mental health. St Catherine’s will be aware of any children who have experienced parental imprisonment are more
likely to be absent (or excluded) than their peers, to experience mental ill health and drug and alcohol misuse; they
are also less likely to be in education, training or employment in later life. Staff at St Catherine’s understand the need
for atailored, trauma informed and sensitive support mechanisms to mitigate harm and help to encourage stability.

Advice and support can be found through the National Information Centre on Children of Offenders (NICCO).
Early Help should be considered for children who have a parent/carer in custody.

In all instances of issues relating to the specific safeguarding issues outlined above, St Catherine’s staff will
work with designated professionals and other agencies as appropriate, including the local authority and
police as necessary. Any such disclosures will follow St Catherine’s normal safeguarding protocols. If there is
a risk of immediate serious harm to a child, a referral will be made to children’s social care immediately.

Pupils with medical conditions (in school/college)

We will ensure that sufficient staff are trained to support any pupil with a medical condition. All relevant staff
will be made aware of the condition in order to understand their medical needs and risks and be aware of
their individual support needs. This is underpinned by the statutory guidance on Supporting Pupils at School
with a Medical Condition and Allergy Safety in School.
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Pupils with medical conditions (out of school/college)

There will be occasions when children are temporarily unable to attend school or college on a full-time basis
due to their medical needs. This could be due to long term illness, post-operative or injury care or due to
mental health problems. This situation will be closely monitored by the FLO and DSL and for absences of more
than 15 continuous school/college days, the Education and Inclusion service will be contacted to advise and
support.

Children with special education needs, disabilities or health issues

Children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)or certain medical or physical health
conditions can face additional safeguarding challenges both face-to-face and online. We recognise that for these
children that additional barriers can exist when recognising abuse and neglect and exploitation. These can include:
- assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, mood and injury relate to the child’s
disability without further exploration
- these children being more prone to peer group isolation or bullying (including prejudice-based bullying) than
other children
- the potential for a disproportionate impact on children with SEND, for examples by behaviours such as
bullying, without outwardly showing any signs
- communication barriers and difficulties in managing or reporting these challenges risks that they do not
understand that what is happening to them is abuse
- receiving intimate care from a considerable number of carers, which may increase the risk of exposure to
abusive or harmful behaviours which can make it more difficult to set and maintain physical boundaries
- having an impaired capacity to resist or avoid abuse
- beinginhibited about complaining for fear of losing services
- being especially vulnerable to bullying and intimidation
- being more vulnerable than other children to abuse by their peers
- thatthese children are more likely to be dependent on adults for care, and
- these children may have issues over cognitive understanding — being unable to understand the difference
between fact and fiction in online content and then repeating the content/behaviours in schools and/or
colleges or the consequences of doing so

We will respond to this by:
- Making it common practice to enable disabled children to make their wishes and feelings known in respect

of their care and treatment

- Ensuring that disabled children receive appropriate personal health and social education (including SRE)

- Ensuring that we consider extra pastoral support and attention for these children along with ensuring
appropriate support for communication is in place

- Ensuring our students know how to raise concerns and give them access to a range of adults with whom

they can communicate in their most preferred or needed way of communication

- Recognising and utilising key sources of support including staff in school/college, friends and family
members where appropriate

- Developing the safe support services that families want and a culture of openness and joint working with
parents and carers in the part of services

- Ensuring that guidance on good working practice is in place and being followed in relation to all areas of
working with children
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Children who are lesbian, gay or bisexual
A child or young person being lesbian, gay or bisexual is not in itself a risk factor for harm, however they can
sometimes be vulnerable to discriminatory bullying. In some cases, a child who is perceived by other
children to be lesbian, gay or bisexual (whether they are or not) can be just as vulnerable as children who
are. At St Catherine’s we are committed to inclusion and will ensure appropriate sanctions and mechanisms
of support are in place for any incidents of discriminatory behaviour. This subject will also be addressed via
the curriculum in subjects such as PSHE (personal, social and health education) and SRE (sex and
relationships education).

Children who are questioning their gender
In recent years, there has been a significant increase in the number of children who are questioning the way
they feel about being a boy, or a girl, including the physical attributes of the sex and the related ways in
which they fit into society, St Catherine’s will not initiate any action in this area, we will however support
circumstances when a child or parents raise a request related to social transition. At St Catherine’s we
understand that it is common for children to engage in activities that are less typically associated with their
sex. Sometimes young children also go through a period of questioning their gender, but for the majority
this will not continue into adulthood, while a small proportion may continue to question their gender and
their feelings may intensify into puberty.
At St Catherine’s we will take the time to understand the thoughts and feelings of any child that is
guestioning their gender and will remain appropriately professionally curious about the full range of the
child’s experience. We will remain aware of the potential vulnerabilities of children who are questioning
their gender, including the possibility of complex mental health and psychosocial needs, for example
relating to relationship with family, peers or their broader social environment, including discriminatory
bullying. We will;

- Maintain flexibility and avoid rigid rules based on gender stereotypes.

- Not tolerate bullying and ensure our school and college is a respectful place

- Remain proactive against all forms of bullying and tackle bullying at the earliest opportunity to prevent
escalation

- Remain committed to educating our students on diversity and tolerance

Considering requests for support with social transition
St Catherine’s will not initiate any action regarding social transition unless a direct request is received from
a child’s parents or carers that this support needs to be put into place. In any case of support for social
transition being requested, we will ensure decision making is documented and records are kept. We will
comply with our distinct but interacting obligation under safeguarding legislation and equality and human
rights law, ensuring that any assessment of discrimination is informed by our evaluation of the welfare and
best interests of the child and other children.

St Catherine’s understands it has a statutory duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children. We
will consider how best to fulfil that duty towards any child who may be questioning their gender, as well as
their peers to ensure that any agreed course of action takes account of the impact on all of those affected.
As a first step when considering a child’s request for support for social transition, consideration will be given
as to what is in the best interests of the child and other children and therefore a decision relating to social
transition may not be the same as the child’ wishes. We will:

- Work with parents and carers to determine what is in the best interests of the child as well as
considering any clinical evidence or advice and seeking any additional non-clinical advice where
relevant

- Consider everything that could be affecting a child, including whether they have any wider health
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issues or neurodiversity

- We will be particularly conscious of the safeguarding concerns related to primary aged children. The
Cass review noted evidence that children who social transition before puberty — and those who
transition prior to receiving clinical advice — are more likely to proceed to a medical pathway than
those who do not. We will always keep in mind that some children who socially transition before
puberty may be ‘living in stealth’ meaning that other students and staff may not be aware of their
biological sex

- Actively involve parents and carers who have the leading roles in the lives of their children

- Prioritise the engagement of parents and carers of any child who is asks for support from us because
they are questioning their gender

- Inthe rare case that where by involving parents or carers may constitute a higher risk to the child then
the DSL should be consulted to determine what action is needed to safeguard the child before parents
or carers are contacted or any decisions taken.

- Work collaboratively with parents and carers as we believe the best outcomes for children and
adolescents is when they have a supportive relationship with their families and together, we can
promote the child’s wellbeing and protect them from harm

- Explore how best to support these conversations

- Not break the confidence of a child who has confided with school about their feelings but does not
wish to make any changes, unless there is a related safeguarding risk

- Take a very careful approach to social transition and view it as an active intervention that may have
significant effects on the child or young person in terms of their psychological functioning and longer-
term outcomes

- Comply with obligations under the Equality Act 2010 and Human Rights Act 1998 when considering
requests for support with social transition as well as our own safeguarding duties

- Take the time to sensitively explain any constraints on social transition. This includes explaining that
supporting any degree of social transition will not include allowing access to toilets, changing rooms or
boarding or residential accommodation designated for the opposite sex and will not include allowing
children to join PE classes designated for the opposite sex where there are safety reasons for single sex
PE

- Take astrong stand should any cases of bullying or harassment take place

- We will be conscious of the rights of pupils and staff in relation to their religion or belief and may
consider discussing options for pupils and staff such as using names instead of pronouns

- Ensure we have the correct information about a child to ensure we fulfil our safeguarding duties and
make all staff aware of a child’s biological sex in all classes as we are legally required to record a child’s
biological sex accurately wherever it is recorded

- Will be particularly conscious of the vulnerabilities of children who have fully socially transitioned from
an early age and may be living in stealth (that is the school or college friends/staff may be unaware of
their biological sex). These children are likely to approach puberty in a fearful and anxious state and
the DSL should be involved in these cases

- Remain flexible if a child wants to fully or partially reverse a request that has been previously agreed.
We will remain flexible and keep options open for children who socially transition and may wish to de-
transition. In these cases, we will work closely with parents/carers and relevant experts to ensure that
children in this positions are fully supported

Residential special schools

St Catherine’s understand it has additional factors to consider with regards to safeguarding due to
being a residential setting for some of our cohort.

We are alert to the extra vulnerabilities of children with special education needs in our setting and the
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potential for inappropriate student relationships and child on child abuse. We have additional requirements
with regards to safeguarding that relate to the National Minimum Standards and regulations relevant to
our setting.

The use of reasonable force
There are limited circumstances when it is appropriate for staff at St Catherine’s to use ‘reasonable force’ to
safeguard children. The term ‘reasonable’ force covers the broad range of actions used by staff that involve
a degree of physical contact to support a child in crisis. This can range from guiding a child to safety to more
extreme circumstances such as preventing a child from harming themselves or someone else. ‘Reasonable’
in these circumstances means using the least amount of force for the minimal amount of time that is a last
resort, reasonable and proportionate. We also understand the additional vulnerabilities of children with
SEND, mental health problems or with medical conditions and consider risks carefully. All staff at St
Catherine’s complete training, annually through the Crisis Prevention Institute; this is a person-centred and
trauma informed approach focusing on care, welfare, safety and security for individuals presenting a range
of crisis behaviours.

Work experience
St Catherine’s will ensure that any provider of work experience placements has appropriate policies and
procedures in place to protect our students from harm. This includes health and safety expectations.

3.26  Early Help, Child In Need (CIN) and Child Protection (CP)

Any child may benefit from support before statutory intervention, including from universal services and
community based Early Help, or the targeted Early Help level of Family Help. All school and college staff
should be particularly alert to the potential need for early help for a child who:

® s disabled or has certain health conditions and has specific additional needs

® hasspecial educational needs (whether or not they have a statutory Education, Health and
Care Plan);
has a mental health need
is pregnant and/or is a parent themselves
has exhibited early signs of abusive, violent and/or harmful behaviours

has repeatedly been removed from the classroom, experienced multiple suspensions, is on

a part time timetable risk of being permanently excluded from school, colleges and in

alternative provision or a pupil referral unit

® s showing signs of being drawn into anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang
involvement and association with organised crime groups or county lines

® s atrisk of honour or faith-based abuse such as female genital mutilation (FGM) or forced

marriage

® hasa parentor carer in custody or is affected by parent offending

® isayoung carer

® s a privately fostered child

® isshowingsigns of being drawn in to anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang involvement
and association with organised crime groups;

e s frequently missing/goes missing from education, care or home;

® is misusing alcohol and other drugs themselves

® isatrisk of exploitation, modern slavery, trafficking including criminal or sexual exploitation

® s atrisk of being radicalised into terrorism

® isinafamily circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as drug and alcohol misuse,

adult mental health issues and domestic abuse.
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(KCSIE Sept 2026)

Early Help

Early help and early intervention are forms of support aimed at improving outcomes for children or preventing

escalating need or risk. Because of this they are also sometimes referred to as prevention or preventative services.

These services are part of a “continuum of support” and provide help to families who do not, or no longer, meet
the threshold for a statutory intervention.
Early help and early intervention services can be provided at any stage in a baby's, child's or young person's life,

from the early years right through to adolescence. Services can be delivered to parents, children, or whole families.

Children and families may need support from a wide range of local organisations and agencies. Where a child
and family would benefit from coordinated support from more than one organisation or agency (e.g.
education, health, housing, police) there should be an inter- agency assessment.

These early help assessments should be evidence-based, be clear about the action to be taken and services
to be provided and identify what help the child and family require to prevent needs escalating to a point
where intervention would be needed through a statutory assessment under the Children Act 1989.

A lead practitioner should undertake the assessment, provide help to the child and family, act as an advocate
on their behalf and co-ordinate the delivery of support services. A GP, family support worker, school nurse,
teacher, health visitor and/or special educational needs coordinator could undertake the lead practitioner
role. Decisions about who should be the lead practitioner should be taken on a case-by-case basis and should
be informed by the child and their family.

For an early help assessment to be effective:

It should be undertaken with the agreement of the child and their parents or carers, involving the child and
family as well as all the practitioners who are working with them. It should take account of the child’s wishes
and feelings wherever possible, their age, family circumstances and the wider community context in which
they are living.

Practitioners should be able to discuss concerns they may have about a child and family with a social worker in
the local authority. Local authority children’s social care should set out the process for how this will happen.

In cases where agreement to an early help assessment cannot be obtained, practitioners should

consider how the needs of the child might be met. However, practitioners should still inform individuals that
their data will be recorded and shared and the purpose explained to them. If at any time it is considered that
the child may be a child in need, as defined in the Children Act 1989, or that the child has suffered significant
harm or is likely to do so, a referral should be made immediately to local authority children’s social care. This
referral can be made by any practitioner.

(Working Together to Safeguard Children March 2026)

The FLO and/or DSL will both contribute to and attend all meetings for children open to social care at levels
above early help such as Child in need and child protection and liaise closely with the team around that child
and their wider family.

All staff are aware of the local early help process and understand their role within it. Additionally, they are
aware of the process of making referrals to the local authority when they are concerned about a child.
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Child in Need

A Child in Need (CiN) Plan (under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989) is a statutory, multi-agency agreement
designed to support a vulnerable child. Under current frameworks, it establishes clear, actionable goals and
responsibilities for professionals and families to improve a child's health, development, and overall welfare.
A CiN Plan must outline: [1]

¢ Identified Needs: The specific developmental, health, or personal needs of the child.

e Desired Outcomes: Achievable, child-focused goals intended to safeguard and promote their wellbeing.

e Allocated Support: Clear actions, services, and responsibilities assigned to professionals and family

members.

e Contingency Planning: A backup plan detailing exactly what will happen if circumstances deteriorate.
Statutory Requirements & Timescales

e Agelimit: Applies to anyone under the age of 18.

e Statutory Visits: The lead professional (usually a social worker) must visit the child at home, ideally at

least once every 20 working days, or as agreed on a case-by-case basis.

e Review Frequency: The plan must be reviewed formally at least every 3 months to assess progress.
Because these plans are voluntary, they require the consent of the parents or young people of sufficient
understanding (usually ages 16 and 17). If support is refused, local authorities must consider whether the child's
safety is compromised and if a child protection plan is necessary

St Catherine’s will support and attend all Child in Need plans and meetings as part of our duty to work with
other professionals to safeguard children and work together to achieve positive outcomes.

Child Protection

A Child Protection Plan (CPP) is a multi-agency care plan initiated when a child is judged to be at risk of
significant harm. Mandated by UK statutory guidance, it outlines specific actions to safeguard the child, reduce
the likelihood of harm, and support their developmental needs while clarifying professional and family
responsibilities.
Under the updated Working Together to Safeguard Children and the Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act, the
definition and execution of a CPP encompass several core elements: [
e Multi-Agency Delivery: Statutory partners (local councils, the NHS, and police) are required to establish
multi-agency teams to oversee the development, review, and execution of the plan.
¢ Specific Risk Mitigation: The plan sets out the child's identified developmental needs, targeted
therapeutic services, and contingencies if circumstances change.
e Wider Scope: It applies to all children up to the age of 18, explicitly including unborn babies, children in
kinship or foster care, and risks tied to both physical environments and online spaces.
e Inclusive Practice: The 2026 guidance emphasizes anti-discriminatory practice and actively taking the
wishes, feelings, and developmental understanding of the child into consideration

St Catherine’s will support and attend all Child Protection plans and meetings as part of our duty to work with
other professionals to safeguard children and work together to achieve positive outcomes.

4 Online Safety and technology—to be read in conjunction with our bullying, incorporating
cyberbullying policy and also our online safety policy, Al policy and approach to filtering and
monitoring

At St Catherine’s, we believe it is essential that children are safeguarded from potentially harmful and
inappropriate online material. Our aim is to empower our community to protect and educate students and
staff in their use of technology and establish mechanisms to identify, intervene in, and escalate any concerns
where appropriate.

Our staff receive appropriate online safety training which, amongst other things, includes an understanding of
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the expectations, applicable roles and responsibilities in relation to filtering and monitoring at induction. Staff
also receive regular updates via bulletins and internal information sharing, as required and at least annually in
order to continually provide them with the relevant skills and knowledge to safeguard children effectively in line
with our aim to be a digitally safe environment.

The breadth of issues within online safety is considerable and ever evolving, but is categorized into four areas of
risk:

- Content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate or harmful content, for example: pornography, racism,
misogyny, self-harm, suicide, antisemitism, radicalization, extremism, extreme sexual or physical
violence, misinformation, disinformation (including fake news) and conspiracy theories

- Contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other uses or generative Al applications that

simulate this; for example, peer to peer pressure, commercial advertising as adults posing as children or
young adults with the intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, criminal, financial or other purposes

- Conduct: online behaviour that increases the likelihood, or causes harm, for example; making, sending
and receiving explicit images, incusing those generate sun Al and online bullying and;

- Commerce: risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and/or financial scams

The trustees of St Catherine’s will ensure that online safety is a running and interrelated theme of the school
and college and it will be reflected in all relevant policies and procedures.

Online safety and social media — we educate our students through our planned curriculum and through
responsive action when issues arise in how to keep safe online and how to recognise risks. We extend this support
to parents and carers and highlight the need to ensure there is a shared responsibility in this area.

At St Catherine’s we seek to provide information and awareness to both students and their parents through:
® Acceptable use agreements for children, teachers, parents, carer and governors
® (lear communication and guidance to parents and carers when incidents occur and their responsibilities
® St Catherine's internet safety software protection, Smoothwall

® Our Qustodio app that is installed on all residential students’ phones during their time with us. This
enables us to support them with safe and monitored use whilst in our care

® Our school preference in line with schools being mobile phone free settings is that mobile phones are not
bought onto the school site. Flexibilities within this will be an exception rather than the norm and related
to medical and/or therapeutic needs. If a child does bring their phone onto the school site, then they are
requested to put it in the secure mobile phone cupboard for collection at the end of the school day
Whole school and college curriculum activity involving raising awareness about staying safe online
Information included in newsletters and on our website

High profile events e.g.: Safer Internet Day

Our Online Safety policy

St Catherine’s ensures it has appropriate filtering and monitoring on school/college devices and
school/college networks. This is reviewed regularly across all sites and on all devices.

Remote education

St Catherine’s understand it’s responsibility to keep students and staff safe whilst learning remotely. We will
regularly liaise with parents and carers to reinforce the importance of children being safe online and will
communicate clearly any online learning that is being offered, the sites being used and the school staff that would
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be supporting this method of learning.

5 Safeguarding Processes

Safer recruitment: Recruitment, selection and pre-employment vetting

We recognise that it is vital that our approach to safeguarding promotes the welfare of children that attend St
Catherine’s. All staff involved with the recruitment and employment o staff to work with children will have appropriate
and regular safer recruitment training.

St Catherine's operates safer recruitment practices including ensuring appropriate DBS, barred lists,
prohibition checks, reference checks are all undertaken according to “Keeping Children Safe in Education:
Statutory guidance for schools and colleges” Part 3 (Updated September 2026).

We have a robust pre-employment checklist which also includes an online search on shortlisted candidates
to help us identify any issues that are publicly available online. Refer to the Recruitment policy for further
details. St Catherine’s recruitment procedures help deter, reject or identify people who are not suitable to
work with children. All new staff will join the DBS updates service at the point of application and all existing
staff are moving to this platform. This includes volunteers engaged in regulated activity.

St Catherine's will consult with the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO), (see appendix for contact
details), in the event of an allegation being made against a member of staff and adhere to the relevant
procedures set out in Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children Partnership and Keeping Children Safe in Education
September 2026 section 4.

St Catherine's will ensure that any disciplinary proceedings against staff relating to child protection matters
are concluded in full, even when the member of staff is no longer employed at St Catherine's and that any
notifications of any concerns are made to the relevant authorities and professional bodies and included in
references where applicable.

St Catherine's will ensure that all staff, governors, volunteers and contractors are aware of the need for
maintaining appropriate and professional boundaries in their relationships. Further advice on this can be
found on our Code of Conduct.

St Catherine's will ensure that staff and volunteers are aware that sexual relationships with students under
the age of 18 are unlawful and could result in legal proceedings being taken against them under the Sexual
Offences Act 2003 (Abuse of position of trust).

St Catherine’s maintains a clear and up to date single central record which is checked termly and monitored by
governors.

We will inform all shortlisted candidates that these searches will be undertaken.

St Catherine’s maintains a robust single central record of pre-appointment checks which covers the following
people:

o All staff including trainee teachers, agency, third party supply staff and volunteers

® All trustees of the school and college

Site security
We aim to provide a secure site but also recognise that our site is only as secure as the people who use it.
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Therefore, all people on site have to adhere to the rules which govern it. These are:

- All gates are locked except at the start and end of the school/college day

- Doors are kept closed to prevent intrusion

- Visitors and volunteers enter at the receptions and must sign in

- Visitors and volunteers are identified by a visitor lanyard and a sign in record

- Children are only allowed home during the school/college day with someone who has parental
responsibility or permission has been given by the person holding this

- All students leaving or returning during the school/college day have to sign out and in

- Empty classrooms have windows closed

Taking and the use and storage of images

We will seek consent from the parent/carer of our pupils and from teachers and other adults before taking
and publishing photographs or videos that contain images that are sufficiently detailed to identify the
individual in St Catherine's publications, printed media or on electronic publications. We will seek consent
for the period the pupil remains on roll with us and unless we have specific written permission, we remove
photographs after a child (or teacher) appearing in them leaves the school/college or consent is withdrawn.
Photographs will only be taken on St Catherine's owned equipment and stored on the St Catherine's network.
No images of pupils will be taken or stored on privately owned equipment by staff members. Visitors,
volunteers and contractors are prohibited from taking photographs whilst on our sites unless permission has
been given e.g., they have been commissioned by St Catherine's to take photographs. Photographs will only
be shared for legitimate reasons e.g. to accompany a press article about St Catherine's.

Community safety incidents

Other community safety incidents in the vicinity of our school or college can raise concerns amongst children
and parent, for example, people loitering nearby or unknown adults engaging children in conversations, or
gang related activity. As our pupils get older and are granted more independence (for example walking to
school on their own) it is important they are given practical advice on how to keep themselves safe in line
with their understanding and need. We provide this support to all students as part of our integrated
curriculum and independence programmes.

6 Safeguarding Learning and Development for staff

Staff induction

The DSL will provide all new staff with training to enable them both to fulfil their role and understand our Child
Protection and Safeguarding policies as well as the staff behaviour policy and code of conduct and part one and
two of KCSIE 2026. A physical copy of Part 1 of KCSIE 2026 will be given to all new starters at point of induction.

Training for staff

St Catherine's will provide training for all staff from the point of their induction, and updated every two years.
All staff members will receive safeguarding and child protection training yearly, updates via emails and staff
meetings as required, but at least annually to provide them with the relevant skills and knowledge to
safeguard children effectively. This will ensure that they know:
® their personal responsibility;
the Child Protection policy and procedures;
the Safeguarding policy and procedures;
the Staff Code of Conduct;
Online safety policy
St Catherine's Positive Behaviour policy;
St Catherine's Equality, Diversity and Inclusion policy;
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St Catherine's procedures for managing children who are Missing Education;

the name of the Designated Safeguarding Lead /Deputies;

how to be vigilant in identifying suspected cases of abuse, neglect and exploitation;
how to support and respond to a child who tells of abuse.

Regular training to staff by the LADO or by a senior member of St Catherine's staff trained to deliver the
role of the LADO will be offered as far as is possible every two years.

Other relevant training will be provided as it becomes available (with examples including Keeping children
safe on-line and E-safety). A copy of part one of “Keeping Children Safe in Education” 2026) will be provided
to staff oninduction and updated yearly to all staff as required. The IOWSCP list of training events and advice
on safeguarding will be made available to all staff and Governors.

Part 5 of Keeping Children Safe in Education Sept 2026 guidance is about managing reports of child-on-child
sexual violence and sexual harassment.

St Catherine's will ensure that all staff and volunteers recognise their duty and feel able to raise concerns
about poor or unsafe practice in regard to children. St Catherine's will then ensure that such concerns are
addressed sensitively and effectively, in a timely manner and in accordance with the agreed whistle-blowing

policy.

Education for students

At St Catherine’s we are committed to actively seeking out continuing opportunities to teach about safeguarding
on a daily basis and at critical moments.

We are committed to teaching our students how to keep themselves and others safe including online and
recognise that effective education in this area will be tailored to the specific needs of individual children. Our
personal, social and health education (PSHE) and relationship, sex and health education (RSHE) is aligned with
the September 2026 statutory guidance and all staff are fully trained in all aspects of the curriculum. We
recognise that we play a crucial role in preventative education. This is effective in the context of a whole school
and college approach that prepares students for life in modern Britain and creates a culture of zero tolerance for
sexism, racism, misogyny/misandry, homophobia, biphobia, sexual violence/harassment, derogatory behaviour
or other forms of physical violence and conflict. These standards are underpinned by our positive behaviour
policy and internal integrated support systems. We have a planned programme of evidence based RSHE
delivered to timetable lessons and reinforced throughout the whole curriculum. Our programme is fully inclusive
and developed to support the age and developmental stage of our students. This programme will tackle, at an
age-appropriate stage, issues such as:

- supporting children to develop the skills that form the building blocks of positive relationships
- healthy and respectful relationships

- boundaries, consent and kindness in relationships

- stereotyping, prejudice and equality

- body confidence and self esteem

- how to recognise and report concerns about an abusive relationship, including coercive and controlling
behaviour

- the concepts of, and laws relating to all forms of sexual violence and why these are always unacceptable,
emphasising that it is never the fault of the person experiencing it, and

- understanding online harms such as sharing images, the prevalence of deepfakes, pornography
and misogynistic influences and when and where to see help

An annual Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural calendar unites all areas of engagement and involvement,
underpinning fundamental British values. This is fully embedded within the school, college and residential
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sites and is aligned with the new 2026 PSHE curriculum.

7 Safeguarding concerns and allegations made about staff, including supply staff, trainee teachers,
volunteers and contractors

Any concern about the behaviour or conduct of a member of staff, supply staff, trainee teacher, volunteer

or contractor should be reported immediately to the Principal and DSL/Vice Principal. The Principal will

decide whether it is a matter for the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) and act accordingly.

When an allegation is made, we will consider:
- Looking after the welfare of the child — the DSL will be responsible for ensuring that the child is not at
risk and refer cases of suspected abuse to the local authority children’s services
- Investigating and supporting the person subject to the allegation — the case will be discussed with the
LADO; the nature, content and context of the allegation and agree a course of action

Where there is a concern about the Principal then a referral should be made to the chair of the governors:
Graham Pengelly. The Chair will decide whether it is a matter for the LADO and act accordingly.

Low level concerns can arise in a variety of ways and from various sources; at St Catherine’s, these concerns
should be made to the DSL and /or the Principal, if appropriate. Further details on low level concerns can be
found in our child protection policy.

At all times the guidance in Part 4 of “Keeping children safe in education” (September 2026) will be followed.

Please refer to our Child Protection Policy

8 Governing Body child protection responsibilities

The Governing Body fully recognises its responsibilities with regards to child protection, safeguarding
and promoting the welfare of children. It will:
e designate a governor for safeguarding and child protection who will oversee St Catherine's
Safeguarding and Child Protection policy and practice and champion child protection issues;
e ensure they receive a termly report on child protection matters to include changes affecting Child
Protection policy and procedures, child protection training received, the number of incidents/cases
(no names) and child protection in the curriculum.

Extended schools: before and after school activities, inc: Alternative Provision

e If the governing body provides extended school/college facilities (before or after school activities)
directly under the supervision or management of St Catherine's staff, St Catherine's arrangements for
child protection as written in the policy shall apply.

® \Where services or activities are provided separately by another body, the governing body will seek
assurance that the body concerned has appropriate policies in place for safeguarding children and
child protection and there are arrangements to liaise with St Catherine's on these matters where
appropriate.

e Alternative Provision: Should St Catherine’s commission alternative provision for a student, then we
will undertake all checks in line with the Alternative Provision Guidance (DfE February 2025). This is
linked to our safer recruitment responsibilities, processes and procedures as well as our attendance
and monitoring procedure and wider safeguarding responsibilities
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9 Other related policies/documents

St Catherine's policies/guidelines:

Child Protection Policy

Safeguarding Policy

Attendance policy

Online safety policy

Relationships, sex and health education policy
Student mobile device policy

Adult safeguarding policy;

Anti-bullying policy;

Physical intervention policy (use of reasonable force);
Positive behaviour policy;

Code of conduct;

Confidentiality policy;

Data protection policy;

Equality, diversity and inclusion policy;

Health and safety policy;

ICT policy (including acceptable use policies);
Intimate care policy;

Lone working guidelines;

Missing student policy;

PSHE policy;

Alcohol, smoking and substance abuse policy
Privacy policies (for students, parents/carers and staff, trustees and volunteers);
Recruitment policy;

Safe practice guidelines;

Social interaction policy;

Whistle-blowing policy.

These policies/guidelines, along with all other policies and guidelines, are available on the St Catherine's
intranet.

10 Other documents

Working Together to Safeguard Children. This guidance covers the legislative requirements placed
on individual services (DfE latest update March 2026).

Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education (DfE April 2012).

Keeping Children Safe in Education, KSCIE (DfE Sep 2026)

The Prevent duty: Departmental advice for schools and childcare providers (DfE Jun 2015).
Digital and Technology Standards (DfE March 2025)

Guidance on Generative Al (DfE January 2025)

Alternative Provision Guidance (DfE February 2025)

Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse

Preventing Child Sexual Exploitation — The Children’s Society

and Procedural Policy’ and ‘Adult Protection Practice Guidance’.

These documents, along with other useful Child Protection information, are available to all staff on the
Sharing (“S”) drive of St Catherine's network in a folder marked ‘Child Protection’.
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11 Named persons

Designated members of staff for Child Protection at St Catherine’s are currently:

Jenn Walker Vice Principal, Designated Safeguarding Lead and Designated Teacher of
Looked After Children
Sarah Thompson Principal and DDSL

Roger Rickman Nominated Safeguarding Governor
Katherine Cotton Head of Residential and DDSL

Joanne Elliott Head of Sixth Form

Signed: Roger Rickman
Roger Rickman Safeguarding Governor Date: 6" September 2026

Signed: Jenn Walker
Jenn Walker Designated Safeguarding Lead Date: 31° August 2026

Signed: Graham Pengelly Date: 3™ September 2026

Graham Pengelly, Chair of the Governing Body

Monitored by Governors
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ST CATHERINE’S SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
SAFEGUARDING POLICY APPENDIX 1

CONTACT DETAILS

Safeguarding Children Partnership (IOWSCP) Hampshire/Isle of Wight
01983 814545

SCP@iow.gov.uk

The three statutory partners for the Isle of Wight are
1. The Local Authority Chief Executive,
2. The Accountable Officer of the Clinical Commissioning Group

3. The Chief Officer of Police.

Chair IOWSCP Ashley Whittaker
LADO - Isle of Wight 01983 823723

Isle of Wight Children’s Service: Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH)

01983 823435
County Hall
Floor 3

High Street
Newport

Isle of Wight
PO30 1UD

Professionals contact number to report a concern about a child: 01983 823436

Out of hours number: 0300 300 0117.

In an emergency situation call the police direct on 999

To share non-urgent information with the police, please complete a Community Partnership

Information (CPI) form

Ofsted, Royal Exchange Buildings, St Ann’s Square, Manchester, M2 7LA

Mencap - www.mencap.org.uk

Anti-terrorism hotline: 0800 789 321 For making a Prevent referral

SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information and Support Services - 01983 82548
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https://www.iow.gov.uk/children-and-family-support/childrens-services/concerned-about-a-child/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub-mash/
http://www.mencap.org.uk/

Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions -
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--
3

Children’s Services - floor 3 County Hall, Newport Isle of Wight PO30 IUD 01983 823434

SEND Code of Practice 0 - 25 years - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-
practice-0-to-25

Children’s Disabled Team, Floor 3, County Hall, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1UD: 01983 823
084

Early Help and Early Help Assessment (EHA)

CAF Team, Floor 3, County Hall, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1UD
Phone: For existing EHAs 01983 823171

Phone: For new EHAs 0300 300 0901 (Professionals), 0300 300 0117
(Public) Opening times: Monday to Thursday, 9am to 5pm and Friday, 9am
to 4.30pm

Adult Safeguarding Team / Initial Adult Social Care Contact (IASCC) Team

County Hall, High Street, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1UD Office hours: 01983 823340 Out-of-office
hours (Wight Care): 01983 821105 Email: safeguardingconcerns@iow.gov.uk

IOW Safeguarding Children’s Partnership, (IOWSCP) Jubilee Stores, The Quay, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 2EH: 01983 814545,

You Trust- Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 234 6266 youfirstiow@youtrust.org.uk

Homeless under 18s 01983 823889

Adult Social Care, Housing and Family Support, County Hall, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30
1UD 01983 823040

Hate Crime on the Isle of Wight can be reported directly to the police or reported through the
Citizens Advice which is a Third-party reporting centre. 03444 111 444

NSPCC helpline: 0808 800 5000

NSPCC Whistleblowing Advice Line: 0800 028 0285; email help@nspcc.uk
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CEOP — for reporting sexually abused, exploited and/or groomed on-line incidents
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre

The UK Safer Internet Centre provides an online safety helpline for professionals at 0344 381 4772
and helpline@saferinternet.org.uk

UKCCIS (sexting advice for schools and colleges)

Mental Health 24/7 Crisis Advice- 01983 522214

CAMHS- Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Isle of Wight 01983 523602

Youth Trust -Isle of Wight 01983 529569

Isle of Wight Crisis line for Children and Young People—0300 303 1590

Samaritans- 116 123 (contact times 1700-2200)


https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre
mailto:helpline@saferinternet.org.uk

